
Annual Governance and Accountability Return  Form 3 

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*: 
• where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed 

£ million; or 
• where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 

or less but that: 
• are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or 
• have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable) 

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 2 
 Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure 

exceeding £25,000 PXVW complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at WKH 
HQGRIHDFKILQDQFLDO\HDULQDFFRUGDQFHZLWKProper Practices. 

 The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6: 
• The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor. 
• Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority. 
• Section 3LVFRPSOHWHGE\WKHH[WHUQDODXGLWRUDQGZLOOEHUHWXUQHGWRWKHDXWKRULW\ 

 The authority PXVW approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2, 
Accounting Statements, and both mustEHDSSURYHGDQGSXEOLVKHGRQWKHDXWKRULW\ZHEVLWHZHESDJH 
before 1 July 202. 

 $QDXWKRULW\ZLWKHLWKHUJURVVLQFRPHRUJURVVH[SHQGLWXUHH[FHHGLQJ�RUDQDXWKRULW\ZLWK 
QHLWKHULQFRPHQRUH[SHQGLWXUHH[FHHGLQJ�EXWZKLFKLVXQDEOHWRFHUWLI\LWVHOIDVH[HPSWRU LV 
UHTXHVWLQJDOLPLWHGDVVXUDQFHUHYLHZmust return to the external auditor by email or post (not both) 
no later than 30 June  5HPLQGHUOHWWHUVZLOOLQFXUDFKDUJHRI�9$7 
� WKH$QQXDO*RYHUQDQFHDQG$FFRXQWDELOLW\5HWXUQ6HFWLRQVDQGWRJHWKHUZLWK 
� a bank reconciliation as at 31 March  
� DQH[SODQDWLRQRIDQ\VLJQLILFDQW\HDURQ\HDUYDULDQFHVLQWKHDFFRXQWLQJVWDWHPHQWV 
� QRWLILFDWLRQRIWKHFRPPHQFHPHQWGDWHRIWKHSHULRGIRUWKHH[HUFLVHRISXEOLFULJKWV 
� $QQXDO,QWHUQDO$XGLW5HSRUW 

8QOHVVUHTXHVWHGGRQRWVHQGDQ\DGGLWLRQDOGRFXPHQWVWR\RXUH[WHUQDODXGLWRU<RXUH[WHUQDODXGLWRUZLOO 
ask for any additional documents needed. 
2QFHWKHH[WHUQDODXGLWRUKDVFRPSOHWHGWKHOLPLWHGDVVXUDQFHUHYLHZDQGLVDEOHWRJLYHDQRSLQLRQWKH 
Annual Governance and Accountability 5HWXUQ Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 – External Auditor 
Report DQG&HUWLILFDWHZLOOEHUHWXUQHGWRWKHDXWKRULW\E\HPDLORUSRVW 

Publication Requirements 
8QGHUWKH$FFRXQWVDQG$XGLW5HJXODWLRQVDXWKRULWLHVPXVWSXEOLVKWKHIROORZLQJLQIRUPDWLRQRQWKH 
DXWKRULW\ZHEVLWHZHESDJH 
Before 1 July  authorities mustSXEOLVK 
• Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements 
are as yet unaudited; 
• Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement approved and signed, page 4 
• Section 2 - Accounting Statements  approved and signed, page 5 
Not later than 30 September  authorities mustSXEOLVK 
• Notice of conclusion of audit 
• 6HFWLRQ([WHUQDO$XGLWRU5HSRUWDQG&HUWLILFDWH 
• Sections 1 and 2 of AGARLQFOXGLQJDQ\DPHQGPHQWVDVDUHVXOWRIWKHOLPLWHGDVVXUDQFHUHYLHZ It 
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested 
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3. 

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 
7KURXJKRXWWKHZRUGVµH[WHUQDODXGLWRU¶KDYHWKHVDPHPHDQLQJDVWKHZRUGVµORFDODXGLWRU¶LQWKH$FFRXQWVDQG$XGLW5HJXODWLRQV 

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014. 

$QQXDO*RYHUQDQFHDQG$FFRXQWDELOLW\5HWXUQ)RUP Page 1 of 6 
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities* 



Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR)  
• The authority PXVWFRPSO\ZLWKProper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper 

Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide ZKLFKLVXSGDWHGIURPWLPHWRWLPHDQGFRQWDLQVHYHU\WKLQJ 
QHHGHGWRSUHSDUHVXFFHVVIXOO\IRUWKHILQDQFLDO\HDUHQGDQGWKHVXEVHTXHQWZRUNE\WKHH[WHUQDODXGLWRU 

• Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any 
amendments PXVW be approved by the authority and properly initialled. 

• The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual 
Governance Statement and the accounts. 

• 8VHWKHFKHFNOLVWSURYLGHGEHORZWRUHYLHZWKH$*$5IRUFRPSOHWHQHVVEHIRUHUHWXUQLQJLWWRWKHH[WHUQDO 
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June  

• The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) PXVW be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section 
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute referencesHYHQZKHUHDSSURYHGRQWKHVDPHGD\ 

• 7KH5HVSRQVLEOH)LQDQFLDO2IILFHU5)2PXVWFHUWLI\WKHDFFRXQWV6HFWLRQEHIRUHWKH\DUHSUHVHQWHGWR 
the authority for approval. The authority PXVW in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts. 

• The RFO is required to commence the public rights periRGZKLFKPXVWEHDVLQJOHSHULRGRIZRUNLQJGD\V IRU 
LQVSHFWLRQWKLVH[FOXGHVZHHNHQGV DQGSXEOLFKROLGD\VZKLFKPXVWLQFOXGHWKHILUVWZRUNLQJGD\VRI-XO\. 

• <RXPXVWLQIRUP\RXUH[WHUQDODXGLWRUDERXWDQ\FKDQJHRI&OHUN5HVSRQVLEOH)LQDQFLDO2IILFHURU 
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers. 

• 0DNHVXUHWKDWWKHFRS\RIWKHEDQNUHFRQFLOLDWLRQWREHVHQWWR\RXUH[WHUQDODXGLWRUZLWKWKH$*$5FRYHUV DOO 
WKHEDQNDFFRXQWV,IWKHDXWKRULW\KROGVDQ\VKRUWWHUPLQYHVWPHQWVQRWHWKHLUYDOXHRQWKHEDQN 
reconciliation. The external auditor PXVW be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting 
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation mustEHSURYLGHGRIDQ\GLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQ%R[DQG Box 
 More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide*. 

• ([SODLQIXOO\VLJQLILFDQWYDULDQFHVLQWKHDFFRXQWLQJVWDWHPHQWVRQ page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed 
DFFRXQWLQJUHFRUGVLQVWHDGRIWKLVH[SODQDWLRQ7KHH[WHUQDODXGLWRUZDQWVWRNQRZWKDW\RXXQGHUVWDQGWKH 
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance. 

• $GGLWLRQDOFRVWVPD\EHLQFXUUHGLIDGGLWLRQDODXGLWZRUNLVUHTXLUHG. 
• 0DNHVXUHWKDWWKHDFFRXQWLQJVWDWHPHQWVDGGXSDQGWKDWWKHEDODQFHFDUULHGIRUZDUGIURPWKHSUHYLRXV\HDU 
%R[RI HTXDOVWKHEDODQFHEURXJKWIRUZDUGLQWKHFXUUHQW\HDU%R[RI  

• 7KH5HVSRQVLEOH)LQDQFLDO2IILFHU5)2RQEHKDOIRIWKHDXWKRULW\must set the commencement date for the 
H[HUFLVHRISXEOLFULJKWVZKLFKPXVWEHDVLQJOHSHULRGRIZRUNLQJGD\VIRULQVSHFWLRQWKLVH[FOXGHV 
ZHHNHQGVDQGSXEOLFKROLGD\VZKLFKPXVWLQFOXGHWKHILUVWZRUNLQJGD\VRI-XO\ 

• The authority PXVW SXEOLVKRQWKHDXWKRULW\ZHEVLWHZHESDJHWKHLQIRUPDWLRQUHTXLUHGE\5HJXODWLRQ 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and 
address of the external auditor before 1 July  

Completion checklist –µ1R¶DQVZHUVPHDQ\RXPD\QRWKDYHPHWUHTXLUHPHQWV Yes No 

All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed? 

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period 
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor? 

Internal Audit Report Have all highlighted boxes been completed by the internal auditor and explanations provided? 

Section 1 )RUDQ\VWDWHPHQWWRZKLFKWKHUHVSRQVHLVµQR¶KDVDQH[SODQDWLRQEHHQSXEOLVKHG" 

Section 2 +DVWKH5HVSRQVLEOH)LQDQFLDO2I¿FHUVLJQHGWKHDFFRXQWLQJVWDWHPHQWVEHIRUH 
presentation to the authority for approval? 
+DVWKHDXWKRULW\¶VDSSURYDORIWKHDFFRXQWLQJVWDWHPHQWVEHHQFRQILUPHG 
E\the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting? 

+DVDQH[SODQDWLRQRIVLJQL¿FDQWYDULDWLRQVEHHQSXEOLVKHGZKHUHUHTXLUHG" 

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March  been reconciled to Box 8? 

+DVDQH[SODQDWLRQRIDQ\GLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQ%R[DQG%R[EHHQSURYLGHG" 

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds – have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a 
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested. 

*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England – a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices, 
FDQEHGRZQORDGHGIURPwww.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk 
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 

SOW & PENK IDB 

WWW.SHIREGROUP-IDBS.GOV.UK 

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the 
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and 
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority. 
The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage. 
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the Internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set 
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the intemal audit conclusions on whether, in all 
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate 
to meet the needs of this authority. 

Internal control objecti ve 
Yes No* I Not 

covered** 
A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year. e. .1 

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all � � expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for. I 
c. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy 

/ Il of arrangements to manage these. � j ' 
i 

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against 
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate. 

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly 
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for. 

F. Gash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved and 
VAT appropriately accounted for. 

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's 
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied. 

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. 
I. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year. 
J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts 

and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit 
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded. 

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2024/25, it met the 
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempL (If the authority had a limited assurance 
review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick "not covered") 

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of the 
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation. 

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of 
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period, 
were public rights in relation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or 
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set). 

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR 
(sce AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes), 

0. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and data 
compliance. 

P. (For local councils only) 
Trust funds (including charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee. 

/ � 
/ 

� 

r � � 

/ 

/ 

� � � 
� 

I � 

/ 

/ 

� � 
� 

� 

I l 
II 
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' � 
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f 

; I 

7 
� 

I 
b • 

I 
For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed). 
Date(s) intemal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit 

29/05/2026 01/06/2026 

Signature of person who 
carried out the internal audit 

02/06/2026 

Ma 
Mr Andrew John Cane - FCCA 

Date 02/06/2026 

*If the response is 'no' please state the Implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified'(add* 'separatesheets if needed). � 

. 

*_ 

/ 

/ 
is � � � 

.. 

� 
� 11f± 

/ 

I -""Note: If the response is'not c overed' please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is nextplanned;or, 
� 

if coverage is not' required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).l .. . � " � 

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3 
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities 

Page 3 of 6 

I 



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 

We acknowledge as the members of: 

SOW & PENK IDB 

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that 

Agreed 

~ 'Yes ' means thet this authority: 

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial 
management during the year, and for the preparation of 
the accounting statements. 

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control 
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud 
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. 

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters 
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, 
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a 
significant financial effect on the ability of this 
authority to conduct its business or manage its 
finances. 

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for 
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the 
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this 
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those 
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or 
external insurance cover where required. 

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and 
effective system of internal audit of the accounting 
records and control systems. 

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised 
in reports from internal and external audit. 

8. We considered whether any litigation. liabilities or 
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either 
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on 
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them 
in the accounting statements. 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

prepared its accounting statements in accordance 
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility 
for safeguarding the public money and resources in 
its charge. 

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has 
complied with Proper Practices in doing so. 

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to 
inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts. 

considered and documented the financial and other risks it 
faces and dealt with them properly. 

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial 
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether 
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority. 

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and 
external audit. 

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity 
during the year including events taking place after the year 
end if relevant. 

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including 
charitable. In our capacity as the ~ole managing 
trustee we discharged our accountability 
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including 
financial reporting and, if required, independent 
examination or audit. 

Yes No I NIA has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body 
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local 
trust or trusts. 

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT 
and data management in accordance with proper 
practices during the year under review. 

✓ 

✓ 

has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data 
management and has complied with proper practices in 
doing so. 

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe 
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual 
Governance Statement. 

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a 
meeting of the authority on: 

11(06( ~012.( __ _ 
and recorded as minute reference: 

:2.,01..(. ~/ ------- ---~~---~~ 

WWW.SHIREGROUP-1D8S.GOV.UK 

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where 
approval was given: 

Chair 

Clerk 
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 

We acknowledge as the members of: 

SOW & PENK IDB 

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that 

Agreed 

~ 'Yes ' means thet this authority: 

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial 
management during the year, and for the preparation of 
the accounting statements. 

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control 
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud 
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. 

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters 
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, 
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a 
significant financial effect on the ability of this 
authority to conduct its business or manage its 
finances. 

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for 
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the 
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this 
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those 
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or 
external insurance cover where required. 

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and 
effective system of internal audit of the accounting 
records and control systems. 

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised 
in reports from internal and external audit. 

8. We considered whether any litigation. liabilities or 
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either 
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on 
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them 
in the accounting statements. 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

prepared its accounting statements in accordance 
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility 
for safeguarding the public money and resources in 
its charge. 

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has 
complied with Proper Practices in doing so. 

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to 
inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts. 

considered and documented the financial and other risks it 
faces and dealt with them properly. 

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial 
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether 
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority. 

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and 
external audit. 

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity 
during the year including events taking place after the year 
end if relevant. 

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including 
charitable. In our capacity as the ~ole managing 
trustee we discharged our accountability 
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including 
financial reporting and, if required, independent 
examination or audit. 

Yes No I NIA has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body 
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local 
trust or trusts. 

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT 
and data management in accordance with proper 
practices during the year under review. 

✓ 

✓ 

has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data 
management and has complied with proper practices in 
doing so. 

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe 
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual 
Governance Statement. 

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a 
meeting of the authority on: 

11(06( ~012.( __ _ 
and recorded as minute reference: 

:2.,01..(. ~/ ------- ---~~---~~ 

WWW.SHIREGROUP-1D8S.GOV.UK 

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where 
approval was given: 

Chair 

Clerk 
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Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 

We acknowledge as the members of: 

SOW & PENK IDB 

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that: 

1 . We have put in place arrangements for effective financial 
management during the year, and for the preparation of 
the accounting statements. 

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control 
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud 
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. 

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters 
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, 
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a 
significant financial effect on the ability of this 
authority to conduct its business or manage its 
finances. 

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for 
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the 
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this 
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those 
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or 
external insurance cover where required. 

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and 
effective system of internal audit of the accounting 
records and control systems. 

7 . We took appropriate action on alt matters raised 
in reports from internal and external audit. 

8. We considered whether any litigation. liabilities or 
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either 
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on 
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them 
in the accounting statements. 

9 . (For local councils only) Trust funds including 
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing 
trustee we discharged our accountability 
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including 
financial reporting and, if required, independent 
examination or audit. 

Agreed 

ws I no-

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

'Yes' means that this authority: 

prepared its accounting statements in accordance 
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility 
for safeguarding the public money and resources in 
its charge. 

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has 
complied with Proper Practices in doing so. 

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to 
inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts. 

considered and documented the financial and other risks it 
faces and dealt with them properly. 

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial 
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether 
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority. 

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and 
extemal audit. 

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity 
during the year including events taking place after the year 
end if relevant. 

✓ 

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body 
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local 
trust or trusts. 

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data 
and data management in accordance with proper ✓ management and has complied with proper practices in 
practices during the year under review. doing so. 

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe 
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual 
Governance Statement. 

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a 
meeting of the authority on: 

-[06 /101 

and recorded as minute reference: 

WWW.SHIREGROUP-IDBS.GOV.UK 

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where 

approval was given: 

Chair 

Clerk 
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for 

SOW & PENK IDB 

Year ending 

31 Maroh 31Maroh 
2025 2026 

£ £ 

1. Balances brought 
forward 136,455 137,135 

2. (+) Precept or Rates and 
Levies 140,227 146,960 

3. (+) Total other receipts 
6,584 5,970 

4. (-) Staff costs 

0 0 

5. (-) Loan interesUcapital 
repayments 0 0 

6. (-) All other payments 
146,131 163,303 

7. (=) Balances carried 
forward 137,135 126,762 

8. Total value of cash and 
short term investments 136,515 132,088 

9. Total fixed assets plus 
long term investments 0 0 
and assets 

10. Total borrowings 
0 0 

For Local Councils Only I Yes I No I 

Notes and guidance 

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any 
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures 
must agree to underlying financial records. 

Total balances and reseNes at the beginning of the year 
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree 
to Box 7 of previous year. 

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies) 
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants 
received. 

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less 
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any 
grants received. 

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf 
of.all employees. Include gross salaries and wages, 
employers NI contributions, employers pension 
contributions, gratuities and severance payments. 

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest 
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any). 

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital 
repayments (line 5). 

Total balances and reseNes at the end of the year. 
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6). 

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash 
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation. 

The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made 
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at 
31 March. 

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans 
from third parties (including PWLB). 

11 Do the figures in the 
accounting statements above 
exclude any trust transactions? 

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 _to 2.33. 

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting 
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments 
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a 
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly 
the financial position of this authority. 

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 
presented to the authority for approval. 

Date 

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were 
approved by this authority on this date: 

as recorded in mfnute reference: 

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting 

Statements~ 
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Year ending 

31 Maroh 31Maroh 
2025 2026 

£ £ 

1. Balances brought 
forward 136,455 137,135 

2. (+) Precept or Rates and 
Levies 140,227 146,960 

3. (+) Total other receipts 
6,584 5,970 

4. (-) Staff costs 

0 0 

5. (-) Loan interesUcapital 
repayments 0 0 

6. (-) All other payments 
146,131 163,303 

7. (=) Balances carried 
forward 137,135 126,762 

8. Total value of cash and 
short term investments 136,515 132,088 

9. Total fixed assets plus 
long term investments 0 0 
and assets 

10. Total borrowings 
0 0 

For Local Councils Only I Yes I No I 

Notes and guidance 

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any 
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures 
must agree to underlying financial records. 

Total balances and reseNes at the beginning of the year 
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree 
to Box 7 of previous year. 

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies) 
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants 
received. 

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less 
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any 
grants received. 

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf 
of.all employees. Include gross salaries and wages, 
employers NI contributions, employers pension 
contributions, gratuities and severance payments. 

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest 
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any). 

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital 
repayments (line 5). 

Total balances and reseNes at the end of the year. 
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6). 

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash 
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation. 

The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made 
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at 
31 March. 

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans 
from third parties (including PWLB). 

11 Do the figures in the 
accounting statements above 
exclude any trust transactions? 

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 _to 2.33. 

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting 
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments 
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a 
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly 
the financial position of this authority. 

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 
presented to the authority for approval. 

Date 

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were 
approved by this authority on this date: 

as recorded in mfnute reference: 

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting 

Statements~ 
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for 

SOW & PENK IDB 

Year ending 

31 Maroh 31Maroh 
2025 2026 

£ £ 

1. Balances brought 
forward 136,455 137,135 

2. (+) Precept or Rates and 
Levies 140,227 146,960 

3. (+) Total other receipts 
6,584 5,970 

4. (-) Staff costs 

0 0 

5. (-) Loan interesUcapital 
repayments 0 0 

6. (-) All other payments 
146,131 163,303 

7. (=) Balances carried 
forward 137,135 126,762 

8. Total value of cash and 
short term investments 136,515 132,088 

9. Total fixed assets plus 
long term investments 0 0 
and assets 

10. Total borrowings 
0 0 

For Local Councils Only I Yes I No I 

Notes and guidance 

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any 
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures 
must agree to underlying financial records. 

Total balances and reseNes at the beginning of the year 
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree 
to Box 7 of previous year. 

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies) 
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants 
received. 

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less 
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any 
grants received. 

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf 
of.all employees. Include gross salaries and wages, 
employers NI contributions, employers pension 
contributions, gratuities and severance payments. 

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest 
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any). 

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital 
repayments (line 5). 

Total balances and reseNes at the end of the year. 
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6). 

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash 
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation. 

The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made 
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at 
31 March. 

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans 
from third parties (including PWLB). 

11 Do the figures in the 
accounting statements above 
exclude any trust transactions? 

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 _to 2.33. 

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting 
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments 
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a 
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly 
the financial position of this authority. 

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 
presented to the authority for approval. 

Date 

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were 
approved by this authority on this date: 

as recorded in mfnute reference: 

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting 

Statements~ 
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for 

1 SOW & PENK IDB 

1 . Balances brought 
forward 

2. (+) Precept or Rates and 
Levies 

3. (+) Total other receipts 

4. (-) Staff costs 

5. (-) Loan interest/capital 
repayments 

6. (-) All other payments 

7. (=) Balances carried 
forward 

8 . Total value of cash and 
short term investments 

9 . Total fixed assets plus 
long term investments 
and assets 

10. Total borrowings 

Year ending 
3 1 March 31 March 

2025 2026 
£ £ 

136,455 137,135 

140,227 146,960 

6,584 5,970 

0 0 

0 0 

146,131 163,303 

137,135 126,762 

136,515 132,088 

0 0 

0 0 

1 "
°° 

� 
NO 

Notes and guidance 

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any 
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures 
must agree to underlying financial records. 
Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year 
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree 
to Box 7 of previous year. 
Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies) 
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants 
received. 
Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less 
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2) . Include any 
grants received. 
Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf 
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages, 
employers NI contributions, employers pension 
contributions, gratuities and severance payments. 
Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest 
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any). 

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash­
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital 
repayments (line 5) . 
Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. 
must equal (1 +2+3) - (4+5+6). 

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash 
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation. 

The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made 
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at 
31 March. 
The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans 
from third parties (including PWLB). 

11 Do the figures in the 
accounting statements above 
exclude any trust transactions? 

1
l 

I 
I 

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33. 

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting 
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments 
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a 
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly 
the financial position of this authority. 
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 
presented to the authority for approval. 

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were 
approved by this authority on this date: 

as recorded in minute reference: 

22 Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting 

Date 

- -- - -

02 /k¢/2o 
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6HFWLRQ±([WHUQDO$XGLWRU¶V5HSRUWDQG&HUWLILFDWH 

In respect of 

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority 

ENTER NAME OF AUTHORITY 

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance reviewLVVHWRXWE\WKH1DWLRQDO $XGLW2I¿FH1$2$OLPLWHG 
DVVXUDQFHUHYLHZLV not a full statutory audit, LWGRHVQRWFRQVWLWXWHDQDXGLWFDUULHGRXWLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWK,QWHUQDWLRQDO 
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does notSURYLGHWKHVDPHOHYHORIDVVXUDQFHWKDWVXFKDQDXGLWZRXOG 
7KH8. *RYHUQPHQWKDVGHWHUPLQHGWKDWDORZHUOHYHORIDVVXUDQFHWKDQWKDWSURYLGHGE\ DIXOOVWDWXWRU\DXGLWLVDSSURSULDWH 
IRUWKRVHORFDOSXEOLFERGLHVZLWKWKHORZHVWOHYHOVRIVSHQGLQJ 
8QGHUDOLPLWHGDVVXUDQFHUHYLHZWKHDXGLWRULVUHVSRQVLEOHIRUUHYLHZLQJ6HFWLRQV DQGRIWKH$QQXDO*RYHUQDQFHDQG 
$FFRXQWDELOLW\5HWXUQLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWK1$2 $XGLWRU *XLGDQFH1RWH$*1 DVLVVXHGE\ WKH1$2RQEHKDOIRIWKH 
&RPSWUROOHU DQG $XGLWRU*HQHUDO $*1LVDYDLODEOHIURPWKH1$2ZHEVLWH± 
KWWSVZZZQDRRUJXNFRGHDXGLWSUDFWLFHJXLGDQFHDQGLQIRUPDWLRQIRUDXGLWRUV 
7KLVDXWKRULW\LVUHVSRQVLEOHIRUHQVXULQJWKDWLWV¿QDQFLDOPDQDJHPHQWLVDGHTXDWHDQGHIIHFWLYHDQGWKDWLWKDV 
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in 
DFFRUGDQFHZLWKProper Practices ZKLFK 
• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March  and 
• FRQILUPVDQGSURYLGHVDVVXUDQFHRQWKRVHPDWWHUVWKDWDUHUHOHYDQWWRRXUGXWLHVDQGUHVSRQVLELOLWLHVDVH[WHUQDODXGLWRUV 

 ([WHUQDODXGLWRU¶VOLPLWHGDVVXUDQFHRSLQLRQ 
([FHSWIRUWKHPDWWHUVUHSRUWHGEHORZRQWKHEDVLVRIRXUUHYLHZRI6HFWLRQVDQGRIWKH$QQXDO*RYHUQDQFHDQG$FFRXQWDELOLW\5HWXUQLQ 
RXURSLQLRQWKHLQIRUPDWLRQLQ6HFWLRQVDQGRIWKH$QQXDO*RYHUQDQFHDQG$FFRXQWDELOLW\5HWXUQLVLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWK3URSHU3UDFWLFHVDQG 
no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. 
(*delete as appropriate). 

(continue on a separate sheet if required) 

2WKHUPDWWHUVQRWDIIHFWLQJRXURSLQLRQZKLFKZHGUDZWRWKHDWWHQWLRQRIWKHDXWKRULW\ 

(continue on a separate sheet if required) 

 ([WHUQDODXGLWRUFHUWLILFDWH 
:HFHUWLI\GRQRWFHUWLI\WKDWZHKDYHFRPSOHWHGRXUUHYLHZRI6HFWLRQVDQGRIWKH$QQXDO*RYHUQDQFHDQG 
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 
2014, for the year ended 31 March  

:HGRQRWFHUWLI\FRPSOHWLRQEHFDXVH 

External Auditor Name 

ENTER NAME OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR 

SIGNATURE REQUIRED 
DateExternal Auditor Signature 

DD/MM/YYYY 

$QQXDO*RYHUQDQFHDQG$FFRXQWDELOLW\5HWXUQ)RUP Page 6 of 6 
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