


Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return {AGAR) 2025/26 
• The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper 

Practices are found in the Practitioners' Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything 
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor. 

• Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any 
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled. 

• The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual 
Governance Statement and the accounts. 

• Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external 
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026 

• The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section 
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day. 

• The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to 
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts. 

• The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days for 
inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July. 

• You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or 
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers. 

• Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all 
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank 
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting 
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box 
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners' Guide*. 

• Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed 
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the 
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance. 

• Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required. 

• Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year 
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026). 

• The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the 
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes 
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 1 O working days of July. 

• The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2), 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and 
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026 

Completion checklist - 'No' answers mean you may not have met requirements I Yes I No 

All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed? 

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period I I for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor? 

Internal Audit Report Have all highlighted boxes been completed by the internal auditor and explanations provided? I I 
Section 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no', has an explanation been published? I I 
Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before 

presentation to the authority for approval? 

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed I I by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting? 

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required? 

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 8? 

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided? I I 
Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a 

sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested. 

*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England- a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices, 
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk 
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-· Section 2 - Accounting $tatements 2025/26 for 

GOOLE & AIRMYN IDB 

Year ending I Notes and guidance 

31Ma~h 31Ma~h 
2025 2026 

£ £ 

1. Balances brought 
forward 966,190 1,140,156 

2. (+)Preceptor Rates and 
Levies 316,424 317,018 

3. (+) Total other receipts 
245,328 187,983 

4. (-) Staff costs 

0 0 

5. (-) Loan interest/capital 
repayments 7,374 7,374 

6. (-) All other payments 
380,412 357,008 

7. (=) Balances carried 
1,140,156 1,280,775 forward 

8. Total value of cash and 
short term investments 1,254,243 1,408,854 

9. Total fixed assets plus 
long term investments 2,715,102 2,784,582 
and assets 

10. Total borrowings 
38,399 32,690 

For Local Councils Only I _:e_:_ I No _ I 

Please rot1nd all figures to nearest £1 Do not leave any 
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances All fig11res 
must agree to t1nderlying financial records 

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year 
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree 
to Box 7 of previous year. 

Total amount of precept ( or for IDBs rates and levies) 
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants 
received. 

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less 
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any 
grants received. • 

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf 
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages, 
employers NI contributions, employers pension 
contributions, gratuities and severance payments. 

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest 
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any). 

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital 
repayments (line 5). 

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. 
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6}. 

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash 
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation. 

The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made 
up of all its fixed assets and long tenn investments as at 
31 March. 

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of a/I loans 
from third parties (including PWLB). 

11 Do the figures 1n the 
accounting statements above 
exclude any trust transactions? 

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2._33. 

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting 
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments 
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a 
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly 
the financial position of this authority. 

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 
presented to the authority for approval. 

Date 

z;..:---@57 · :::i t,.. 

15/05/2026 

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were 
approved by this authority on this date: 

__ /06/ 
as recorded in minute reference: 

1...0"L 

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting 
Statements were approved 
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as recorded in minute reference: 

1...0"L 

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting 
Statements were approved 
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for 

GOOLE & AIRMYN IDB 

Year ending Notes and guidance 
31 March j 31 March 

2025 2026 
Please round all figures to nearest £1 Do not leave any 
boxes blank and renort £0 or Nil balances. Alt fiau:es 

1. Balances brought 
forward 

2. (+) Precept or Rates and 
Levies 

3. (+) Total other receipts 

4. (-) Staff costs 

5. (-) Loan interest/capital 
repayments 

6. (-) All other payments 

7. (=) Balances carried 
forward 

8. Total value of cash and 
short term investments 

9. Total fixed assets plus 
long term investments 
and assets 

10. Total borrowings 

For Local Cou ncils 0 
I 

11 Do the figures in the 
accounting statements above 
exclude any trust transactions? 

966,190 

316,424 

245,328 

0 

7,374 

380,412 

1,140,156 

1,254,243 

2,715,102 

38,399 

--
I 

total balances and reserves at the beginning ot the year 
1,140, 156] as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree 

to Box 7 of previous year. 

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies} 
317,018 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants 

received. 

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less 
187,983] the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any 

grants received. 

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf 

O 
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages, 
employers NI contributions, employers pension 
contributions, gratuities and severance payments. 

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest 
7 ,374 made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any). 

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
357,008] book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital 

repayments (line 5). 

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. 
1,280,775 must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6). 

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash 
1,408,854 holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciliation. 

The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made 
2,784,582 up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at 

31 March. 

32,690 
The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans 
from third parties (including PWLB). 

-

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33. 

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting 
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments 
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a 
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly 

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were 
approved by this authority on this date: 

/06/6 

the financial position of this authority. 
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 
presented to the authority for approval. 

as recorded in minute reference: 

» � Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting 
Statements were approved 

Date 15/05/2026 R 6veg-at:i 
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26 

In respect of GOOLE & AIRMYN IDB 

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority 
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited 
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International 
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. 
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate 
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website -
https://www.nao.org. u k/code-aud it-practice/g u idance-and-i nformation-for-aud itors/ . 

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has 
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in 
accordance with Proper Practices which: 

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and 
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors. 

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025/26 
(Except for the matters reported below)* on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in 
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and 
no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. 
(*delete as appropriate). 

(continue on a separate sheet if required) 

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: 

(continue on a separate sheet if required) 

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26 
We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026 

*We do not certify completion because: 

External Auditor Name 

External Auditor Signature Date 
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