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Drivers for NFM
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Environmental Land Management Schemes 
(ELMS)

• “It is this Government’s ambition to leave our environment in a better 

state than we found it.”

• “We will replace BPS with a system of public money for public 

goods”

• “I believe the most important public good we should pay for is 

environmental protection and enhancement.”

• The Rt Hon Michael Gove MP 
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Environmental Land Management Schemes

• Improved soil health

• Water quality improvement

• Water quantity regulation

• Flood risk reduction

• Climate change mitigation through the reduction and storage of 

greenhouse gas emissions

• Other air quality improvements such as reducing ammonia emissions

• Conservation and enhancement of biodiversity
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Environmental Land Management Schemes
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Barriers to ELMS?
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• Uncertainty –

outcomes

• Trials – small group 

large landowners
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NFM in Lowland Catchments
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Topography
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Land classification in the lowlands
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Potential barriers to NFM - Internal 
Drainage Boards
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Potential barriers to NFM - Internal 
Drainage Boards
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Field under drainage systems and NFM
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Internal Drainage Boards, buffer strips and 
maintenance access
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Challenges and Opportunities

• Internal Drainage Boards (IDBs)

– Catchment partnerships must 

acknowledge and consider the 

infrastructure which supports 

IDBs

– Identifying willing partners

• Reducing the reliance on 

pumping will save the IDB public 

money and reduce its carbon 

footprint 


