
‘2018 – The year we took climate change 
seriously?’

John Curtin 
Executive Director of Flood and Coastal Risk Management 

@johncurtinEA



To start - a visual story 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hC3VTgIPoGU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hC3VTgIPoGU


We know the risk – do others?



Flood risk is far from theoretical… 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/gallery/2007/jul/23/?picture=330241406
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/gallery/2007/jul/23/?picture=330241406


… but we’ve come a long way



And its not just us… it’s a global challenge 
Sweden Japan 



The Evidence 



Improving our understanding – UKCP2018



The first National Infrastructure Assessment



The Opportunity



25 Year Environment Plan  

‘In 2019, we will update the national flood and 
coastal erosion risk management strategy, 

looking to strengthen joint delivery’ 



What is this nation’s balance between resistance 
and resilience?



We need to prepare together… 



John Curtin 
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@johncurtinEA

‘Our thinking needs to change 
quicker than the climate’
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