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Welcome to Natural Viewpoint, our newsletter for farmers, land managers, agents and partners in 
the Yorkshire and the Humber region.   
 
By the time you receive this newsletter the days will be short and a cold wind will be whistling in.  
Yes, winter is with us, but it‟s not all doom and gloom.  It‟s a time to reflect on the year‟s 
achievements and celebrate the fruits of your labour.   
 
We have been in a reflective mood ourselves, with the launch of our „Agri-
environment schemes in England report‟ at Thirsk Auction Mart.  The report 
summarises the achievements from the 22 year history of the schemes and looks 
to the challenges ahead.   Reading through the report brought home the valuable 
role that farmers and land managers play in delivering these results.  So take 
some time to reflect on the valuable role you play in protecting and enhancing our 
natural environment. 
 
Peter Nottage, Regional Director, Yorkshire and the Humber 
 

  
A pre Christmas boost for the regionôs farmers as Natural 
England pays £8m into the rural economy 

Farmers and land managers across the 
Yorkshire and the Humber region received 
some excellent news recently as Natural 
England announced it is well ahead of 
schedule in processing annual claims 
received under the Countryside 
Stewardship Scheme (CSS) and 
Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) 
schemes.   

Over £8 million of claims have already been 
processed and agreement holders have 
started to receive payments, providing a 
major boost to the rural economy. 

The CSS and ESA schemes cover over 84,000 hectares of land across the Yorkshire and the 
Humber region, and provide funding to support a wide-range of environmentally-friendly farming 
practices. The schemes are now closed to new applicants and have been superseded by 
Environmental Stewardship (ES). 

Field barns in Swaledale, restored under the ESA scheme. 

 



New Environmental Stewardship applications are encouraged 

The Environmental Stewardship scheme was launched in 2005 and replaced CSS and ESA 
schemes.  It comprises of Entry Level Stewardship (ELS) and Higher Level Stewardship (HLS). 
Like the CSS and ESA schemes, it provides funding to farmers and land managers who deliver 
effective environmental management on their land.  ELS is a non competitive scheme which pays 
a flat rate of £30/ha/year, with the exception of land parcels 15ha or more in size within the 
Moorland Line, which receive £8/ha/year. HLS is a competitive scheme which is targeted at key 
environmental features. 

The ES scheme provides a suite of options that farmers can choose from.  As an example there 
are over 48 „in field‟ options, which would be of benefit to farmland birds.  Using these options will 
help to reverse the long term decline of a suite of farmland birds.  They have been specifically 
designed to achieve the “big three” requirements of these species, namely providing places for 
birds to nest, rear their young and provide food for the winter.    

If you haven‟t signed up for ELS yet we have a team of advisers 
who are happy to help you with your application.  Telephone: 
0300 060 1116. Lines are open from 08.30 to 17.00, Monday to 
Friday.  Email: iss.leeds@naturalengland.org.uk   
 
ELS applications can also now be made online. The benefits 
include: 
 

¶ Quicker application process 

¶ Points calculated as you add features/options 

¶ Boundary measurement tool 

¶ Easy to download software with user friendly functions 

¶ A dedicated Online Helpdesk team. 
 
To find out more contact the Online Team on:  
els.online@naturalengland.org.uk or telephone  01905 362700 / 
01905 362711.  Lines are open from 08.30 to 17.00 Monday to 
Friday.   

Due to the timing of new mapping data from the Rural Land Register (RLR) and enhancements to 
Environmental Stewardship, Natural England will need to make short-term changes to the 
processing of new ELS agreements.   

We are minimising the impact of these changes on our customers, but over the Christmas and 
New Year period our ELS Online system will not be available and application packs for ELS 
(including Organic ELS) will not be issued.  HLS will be unaffected. 

The temporary suspension of ELS Online and application packs will run from December 4th 2009 
to late January 2010, although farmers will still be able to join ELS by returning a valid paper 
application to us before Christmas.  Farmers who cannot do this will be able to see the scheme 
changes in new handbooks available online from early December. 

ELS Online and ELS application packs will be made available again at the end of January and we 
will welcome further applications then.  Any applications received in February will be given a 
March 1st start date. 

Further advice is available from Natural England on: 0300 060 1116. 

Conservation headland‟s support a 
variety of species 
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Does your Entry Level Stewardship (ELS) agreement expire in 2010?  
Here is an explanation of how we can help you re-apply.  

Due to changes in Environmental Stewardship, all land managers and farmers will need to 
complete a fresh application form with maps. There will be a range of new options to choose from 
in 2010. We will be working with farming organisations, providing phone advice and organising a 
range of events such as clinics, workshops and farm walks.  In December 2009, Natural England 
will be writing to all ELS agreement holders whose agreement is due to expire before December 
2010.  The letter will provide further information on how to obtain this free advice and the ELS 
online application process.  
 
Early in 2010 Natural England will begin sending final claim forms to customers with expiring ELS 
agreements and we will continue to do so throughout the year on a rolling basis.  You will be 
required to complete and submit a final claim form in order to receive your final payment on expiry. 

Information on scheduled events can be found at: 
www.naturalengland.org.uk/farmevents or search the internet for “Natural England Farm Events”.  
 
 

Uplands ELS Update  

 
The Uplands ELS strand of Environmental Stewardship will be available for all land in the Severely 
Disadvantaged Areas (SDA) from July 2010, with application packs being available from the New 
Year.  It replaces the Hill Farming Allowance, which makes its final payments in March 2010. 
 
Natural England has written to everyone with land in a Severely Disadvantaged Area.  The letter 
gives essential information on the next steps in applying for Uplands ELS and includes a reply 
form to request an application pack or a visit.  We‟d like to encourage agreement holders to return 
their reply forms as soon as they can. 
 
ELS agreement holders in the uplands may 
benefit from new options being introduced 
in the new Uplands ELS.   
 
Uplands ELS is a 5 year voluntary scheme 
which has been designed to reward good 
environmental practices on hill farms. 
Uplands ELS is part of Entry Level 
Stewardship (ELS) and has a combined 
points target, so you only need one 
application. 
 
The payment rates on SDA land are: 

¶ £62/ha on land  below the moorland line 
and land parcels  less than 15ha above 
the moorland line 

¶ £23/ha on all land parcels of more than 15ha above the moorland line.  
 
You can choose from a number of options to suit your farm. The options include: maintenance or 
restoration of stone walls, woodland livestock exclusion, cattle grazing and hay making, as well as 
the options already available in ELS.  There are also some mandatory requirements to be met, 
which also score points. 
 

 Hoar frost at Cowgill, Dentdale 
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Farmers with rights on moorland commons and shared grazing will need to apply as a commons 
group or association to enter this land into Uplands ELS. There is an additional payment of £5/ha 
available to support the setting up of these applications. 
 
For those of you who have an ESA or CSS agreement (or both!) that will run beyond 2011 you will 
be able to apply for a transitional payment until your agreement comes to an end. This will be 
similar to the HFA, and applied for through your Single Farm Payment form.  
 
We will be running a number of meetings and farm walks in the coming months to help you find 
out more. We have the following farm walks planned in January and February 2010: 
 
Tuesday 12th January – Keighley   Thursday 4th February – Linton in Craven 
Tuesday 19th January - Rosedale   Tuesday 9th February – Todmorden 
Thursday 21st January – Nidderdale  Thursday 11th February - Bilsdale 
Wednesday 27th January – Hawes 
 
Details are available on our website:   
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/farming/landmanagementadvice/events/default.aspx 

 
You may also be able to benefit from a visit (free of charge) from an adviser who will be able to 
discuss how the scheme will work on your farm. If you are interested in this contact Katherine 
Ryder on 0300 0600141 or email  katherine.ryder@naturalengland.org.uk.   
 
 

Catchment Sensitive Farming ï helping to prevent your 
money going down the drain 
 
In the last edition of Natural Viewpoint we explained about Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) 
and the sorts of things that can cause diffuse water pollution from agriculture.  In this edition we‟d 
like to explain a bit more about what we‟re doing in the region.  Over the coming months we‟ll be 
running a series of meetings and farm walks aimed at helping farmers to reduce the potential for 
diffuse pollution from their farms, as well as reduce costs. The types of events we‟ll be running 
include: 
 

¶ Workshops on nutrient planning and fertiliser recommendations using both computer and 
paper based systems  

¶ A farm walk looking at how to reduce phosphate loss 

¶ Farm walks on improving storage and application of manure and slurry 

¶ Workshops on how changing land management practices can reduce diffuse water pollution 
and benefit the River Derwent SSSI. 

 
Our efforts are being concentrated on specific 
parts of river catchments. If your farm is in one 
of the areas listed below and you would like to 
know what is being planned for your area please 
contact your Catchment Sensitive Farming 
Officer: 
 
River Wiske and Bedale Beck: Jonathan 
Skidmore - 0300 060 2033 
Staithes Beck, Runswick Bay and Sandsend: 
Sarah Maughan - 0300 060 2018 
Buttercrambe section of the River Derwent: 
David Rees - 07785 528905 

A farm demonstration on effective slurry application. 
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River Hull Headwaters and Hornsea Mere: Richard Wilson - 07554 458956 
 
Additionally, if you are in the Staithes Beck, Runswick Bay and Sandsend area, Sarah will be at 
Ruswarp Auction Mart most Wednesdays (by the tea hut!). 
 
If you are in Nidderdale or in the catchment for Semerwater we are also putting together a 
Catchment Sensitive Farming programme in conjunction with the Nidderdale AONB, Yorkshire 
Dales National Park, Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust and Yorkshire Water. Look out for details 
arriving with you shortly. 
 
 

Campaign for the Farmed Environment 
 
We are working very closely with the Campaign for the Farmed Environment. The goal of the 
Campaign is to retain and exceed the environmental benefits provided by land formerly required to 
be set-aside under the single payment scheme. The Campaign will focus on farmers managing 
their land for farm wildlife, resource protection and farmland birds. 
 
Natural England has taken a prominent role in supporting this campaign which is being led by the 
NFU and CLA along with other key industry stakeholders.  This initiative, will offer further advice 
and guidance on setting up Environmental Stewardship agreements to help you retain and 
increase the environmental benefits provided by your farmland.  There is financial support 
available through the Entry Level Stewardship scheme and additional infield options correspond to 
the specific aims of the Campaign.  These options range from the management of field corners 
and winter cover crops to skylark plots. 
 
For more information, please contact the CFE Co-ordinator on: 024 7685 8892 or have a look at 
the website: www.cfeonline.org.uk   
 
 

Is your existing CSS or ESA agreement about to expire? 
 
We will be contacting all CSS and ESA agreement holders before their agreements expire and 
advising them on the next steps.  However, it is worth keeping a look out for the events and 
support that is available to you. If your CSS/ESA agreement has already expired and you have not 
taken up a new scheme, you can enquire about a visit tailored to your individual business by 
contacting Katherine Ryder on 0300 0600141 or email katherine.ryder@naturalengland.org.uk.   
 
If you already have a CSS agreement this does not stop you from applying for ELS.  
In 2010, in our region, there are: 
 

¶ 1800 ELS schemes coming to the end of their five year agreements 

¶ 280 Countryside Stewardship Scheme (CSS) finishing their 10 year agreements 

¶ 30 ESA agreements coming to an end in April. 
 

 

Educational Access 
 
Are you a good communicator?  Are you proud of what you do and want to share it with others?  
Are you concerned about the general lack of knowledge and understanding of farming and the 
countryside in the general public?  Would you like to help Natural England achieve its target of 
giving 1 million children a meaningful experience of nature and the countryside? 
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If YES is the answer to any or all of the above then the Educational Access option of HLS could be 
for you.  Under this option, agreement holders are paid to host educational visits by schools and 
other organised groups to their farm.  The scheme offers a base payment of £500 per year and 
£100 for every visit. Agreement holders are required to host a minimum of four visits per year to 
qualify for the base payment and can then take up to 25 visits (or more in agreement with Natural 
England). You are required to produce a Teacher Information Pack giving background information 
on your farm and its activities, which would help a teacher fit a visit to your farm into the national 
curriculum. Each visit would need to be a minimum of two hours and the visit leader would be 
required to fill in an evaluation form on completion of the visit. 
 
Help is on hand!  We would encourage all new agreement holders to go on a Countryside 
Educational Visits Accreditation Scheme (CEVAS) course run by Farming and Countryside 
Education (FACE) to equip them with the necessary confidence and skills to run successful visits. 
Natural England staff are also on hand to help get you started. 
 
Natural England believes it is vital that farmers share their knowledge of farming, food production 
and conservation with a younger generation that is becoming increasingly divorced from the 
countryside and whose knowledge of food production stops at the supermarket shelf.  The general 
public also needs to be made aware of all the good work that farmers are doing through the 
environmental schemes, which they as taxpayers are paying for. The Educational Access option of 
Environmental Stewardship is a great way to do this. 
 
If you believe you could be a successful ambassador for the farming community and could help 
young people understand farming and the countryside then contact your Natural England Land 
Management Adviser or Philip Robinson at philip.j.robinson@naturalengland.org.uk or telephone 
0300 060 4255. 
 
 

Making hay while the sun shines on the Lower Derwent Valley 
National Nature Reserve near York 
 
Tennis fans will recall that June was a 
relatively dry month and by early July we 
were all enjoying a heat wave, with a 
maximum of 30°C reached on the 1st.  
Farmers who took advantage of this hot 
spell made some excellent hay but those 
that delayed found that, almost overnight, 
the weather changed, and the rest of July 
was wet with heavy showers on most days.  
It looked as if we were heading for another 
poor summer. However, the sun eventually 
reappeared and August and September 
were dry months.   
 
So, for the first time in many years, all the meadows in the Lower Derwent Valley were cut and a 
crop of hay taken. There were some second cuts taken too. The dry ground conditions were also 
suitable for aftermath grazing by sheep and many meadows this year have also been grazed for 
the first time in several years. A short sward by the end of the autumn benefits the meadow flora 
and is also ideal for the many thousands of visiting wildfowl and waders which visit the area from 
now until the spring.  Wigeon in particular like short vegetation to graze. 
 

Local farmer Chris Arrand, taking a second hay cut on 
North Duffield Carrs. 

 



How Environmental Stewardship is bringing environmental and 
social gain to the Humber area  
 
Our Humber team is excited to be working on a new HLS agreement for Densholme Farm, an 
organic farm in Great Hatfield.  Densholme Farm is currently in a Countryside Stewardship 
agreement. The farm devotes approximately 13 ha to Environmental Stewardship with a variety of 
options which provide significant environmental benefits, including hedge management, wild bird 
seed mixture and beetle banks to name but a few. 
 
Densholme Farm makes a significant contribution as a care farm, by providing opportunities for 
mental health groups and long term unemployed to get involved with growing vegetables and 
general day to day duties on the farm.  Farm owner Denys Fell recently approached Natural 
England to enquire about funding for a classroom and additional educational facilities to enable 
him to extend the work he is doing in this area.  Natural England were very impressed with Denys‟ 
enthusiasm and level of commitment so were more than happy to get involved and work with him 
to approve eligibility for the work. 
 
The new HLS agreement will also include further additions of in-field arable options which will 
provide excellent nesting habitats and also winter and summer food for a range of farmland birds 
that are already known to use this site. Densholme Farm currently supports the largest over-
wintering population of corn buntings in the area.  
 
Another excellent example of developing enhanced educational access opportunities in East 
Yorkshire is Tim Sellers of Carr House Farm, Foston on the Wolds. Tim is an organic farmer who 
produces bread and fruit juices from his own crops in a bakery and juicer situated in converted 
barns on his farm. Mr Sellers already delivers a large number of educational visits to the farm by 
schools and other groups, but is keen to enhance and increase those visits by building a 
classroom and developing an interactive educational website. Tim is very keen on the classroom 
being a model of sustainability and is researching a straw bale build using the straw from his own 
harvest. Natural England is delighted to help Tim develop this special project through his HLS 
agreement.  
 
For further information on HLS opportunities within the Humber region please contact the Humber 
team on 0300 060 1856. 

 
Creating a Wetland Vision for the Humberhead Levels 

Natural England and the Humberhead Levels Partnership are investing £1.76 million to restore 
and create wetland habitat and to demonstrate that this can happen alongside a continuing 
productive farmed landscape. The Levels lie at the heart of Yorkshire and the Humber where 

rivers draining one fifth of England meet the 
Humber Estuary.  Spanning over 2000 square 
kilometers and mostly below sea level, it 
comprises arable farming, rivers, dykes and a 
mosaic of wetlands. 

 A key element of the project involves working 
with farmers to identify land which is often 
difficult to drain or floods frequently and which 
may be suitable for restoration into wet 
meadows, ponds and reedbeds.  They can be 
managed as part of the farm enterprise and 

River Idle floodbank and Idle washlands. 



supported through agri-environment schemes such as Higher Level Stewardship.  

Typically, these areas will be farmland next to rivers and existing wetlands such as Hatfield Moors 
or Potteric Carr. To this end, three Wetland Vision Project officers have been appointed to advise 
farmers and to work with Natural England advisers in the following areas:   

Christopher Tomson, Regional Agricultural Adviser, (RSPB) is initially working with farmers 
adjacent to the River Foulness and the Market Weighton Canal. Contact 
christopher.tomson@rspb.org.uk or tel 01484 868426.   

Tom Hayek (Yorkshire Wildlife Trust) is working along the River Torne between Potteric and 
around Thorne and Hatfield Moors. Contact tom.hayek@ywt.org.uk or tel 01904 607144. 

Carl Cornish (Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust) is focusing on farmland along the River Idle and 
around the Idle Washlands SSSI.  Contact ccornish@nottswt.co.uk or tel 01777 713942. 

Relocation of staff in our York office 

The Natural England office at Heslington, York is moving. From 7 December 2009 the new 
address will be: Natural England, 4th Floor, Foss House, King‟s Pool, 1-2 Peasholme Green, York 
YO1 7PX.   

 
We have continued to upgrade our telephone system and have changed some of our telephone 
numbers.  We now have a single Natural England number for enquiries which is 0845 6003078.  
Lines are open 08.30 – 4.30 Monday to Friday.  Alternatively, you can contact your Local Team on 
the following numbers: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your feedback on this newsletter..... 
 
We welcome any comments you have on this newsletter – we particularly want to make it useful 
and relevant to you, please feel free to get in touch by email to:  
natural.viewpoint@naturalengland.org.uk  or in writing to: Natural Viewpoint Feedback, C/O 
Howard Botting, Natural England, Alverton Court, Crosby Road, Northallerton, DL6 1AD.

Richmond – 0300 060 2021 

Moors, Hills and Mowbray – 0300 060 2025 

Nidderdale and Craven – 0300 060 4270 

South and West Yorkshire – 0300 060 4223 

Vales – 0300 060 1879 

Humber – 0300 060 1856 

 
Our new numbers start with 0300.  You will not 
be charged any extra for calling these 
numbers. 
 

mailto:christopher.tomson@rspb.org.uk
mailto:tom.hayek@ywt.org.uk
mailto:ccornish@nottswt.co.uk
mailto:natural.viewpoint@naturalengland.org.uk

