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PURPOSE

This Biodiversity Action Plan has been prepared by the Ancholme Internal Drainage Board in accordance
with the commitment in the Implementation Plan of the DEFRA Internal Drainage Board Review for Internal
Drainage Boards to produce their own Biodiversity Action Plans by April, 2010.

It al so demonstrates t he Boar dos commit ment to ful fi
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 to conserve biodiversity.

Many of the Boardés activities have benefits for biodi
maintenance work. It is hoped that this Biodiversity Action Plan will help the Board to maximise the

biodiversity benefits from its activities and demonstr
Action Plan targets.

The Board has adopted the Biodiversity Action Plan as one of its policies and is committed to its
implementation. It will review the plan periodically and update it as appropriate.

A signed copy is held at the address below

éééééeeecceééeeeeeececee. Date ééééééeeecééé.

Mr R. Herring
Chairman of the Board

CONTACT DETAILS

This Biodiversity Action Plan is a public statement by the Board of its biodiversity objectives and the methods
by which it intends to achieve them.

We would welcome appropriate involvement in the delivery of the Plan from interested organisations,

companies, and individuals. You can contact us about this Biodiversity Action Plan by writing to the following
address:

Ancholme Internal Drainage Board
JBA Consulting

Denison House

Hexthorpe Road

DONCASTER

South Yorkshire

DN4 0BF

Or by emailing:

Biodiversity and Conservation Officer Laura Hicks (laura.hicks@jbaconsulting.co.uk)

Chief Executive of the Shire Group of IDBs lan Benn (ian.benn@jbaconsulting.co.uk)

Further information i s av atpl/hawwlshregoup-idbsgev.uBoar dbés wlebsit

JBA Consulting
www.jbaconsulting.co.uk

N:\2008\Projects\2008s3728 - Ancholme Internal Drainage Board - North Lincolnshire IDBs Biodiversity Action Planning\Reports\Ancholme\Ancholme .
IDB BAP - Final.doc: 25/03/2010 I


mailto:laura.hicks@jbaconsulting.co.uk
mailto:ian.benn@jbaconsulting.co.uk

Ancholme Internal Drainage Board
Biodiversity Action Plan
Final Report

CONTENTS
Page
REVISION HISTORY [
CONTRACT [
DISCLAIMER [
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS [
PURPOSE ii
CONTACT DETAILS ii
CONTENTS iii
1 IDB BIODIVERSITY i AN INTRODUCTION 1
0 R [ o1 1o T 0T ] o 1 SO PRPT 1
1.2 WhALiS BIOGIVEISITY? ....eeeiiiiiiie ettt ettt e ettt e e aab et e e e aabr e e e s anbre e e e nneee 2
1.3 The Importance of CoNServing BiOIVEISILY ..........ccouiiiiiiiiiiieeiiie et 2
1.4  The Biodiversity Action Planning FrameEWOIK ...............uuuuuuiuiuimimimieieinieinieieinnen ... 2
1.5 Internal Drainage Boards and BiOGIVEISItY ..........uuuuuuueiuiuieiiinieieininieinreinrnrnrerninrernn ... 3
1.6  The Aims of the Ancholme IDB Biodiversity ACtiON Plan ...............uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiinieiniiiiinieieininien. 3
2 THE IDB BAP PROCESS 4
2.1 The BIiodIVEISILY AUIL ... 4
2.2 Evaluating and Prioritising Habitats and SPECIES .......cccovviiiiii i 4
2.3 Setting Objectives, Targets and INAICALOrS .........ccooieii i 4
2.4 IMPIEMENTALION ... —————————— 4
228 T Y/ o 11 o] o T 4
2.6 Reporting and REVIEWING .....cccoeieieie ettt 4
3 THE BIODIVERSITY AUDIT 5
I 700 R | 11 (oo 18 [ox 1 o] o WU PPT TR PPPTPPPI 5
3.2 Local Biodiversity ACtION PIaNS ........cooviiiiiicec e 5
3.3 Biodiversity Audit BOUNArY ..........ccoooiiiiiiic e 5
3.4 Sources Of Data T HaDItALS ........ceoiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e s 5
3.5 SOUICES Of DAB T SPECIES. ... .veiiiiiitiie ettt ettt e e bt e e s bt e e e s abbee e s anneeeas 5
4 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES 6
4.1  The Drainage DiStrCl .......cccoo i 6
N €10 ] [ To | P PRSPPI 6
e B - g o - Tot=T o L= PR PPPPPP 6
4.4 Statutory Nature CONSEIVALION SIES.........uiiiiiiiiieiiiiie ittt e b eaesnaeneeas 7
4.5 Non-statutory Local Nature CONSErvation SItES.........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiie it 8
5 HABITAT AUDIT 10
Lo 200 A 1 )1 Yo L1 o3 1 o] o SO P 10
5.2 Habitat AUt SUMMAIY ....ooiiiiiiii ettt e e e et e e e e 10
5.3  Habitats of Importance for the IDB.............iiiiiiiiei e 11
6 SPECIES AUDIT 15
S0 A 1o o To 11 T3 1T o SO PSRSR 15
6.2 SPECIES AUAIt SUMIMAIY ...ciiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt et e b e e s abb et e s abbe e e e s abe e e e s anbbeeeeaaneeeas 15
6.3  Species of IMportance for the IDB ...........oooiiiiiiiii e e 17
7 HABITAT AND SPECIES ACTION PLANS 22
7.1 Habitat and Species ACHON PIANS ........c.uiiiiiiiiii e 22
7.2 Action Plans for the AnNCholme IDB...........cccoiiiiiii e 22
8 HABITAT ACTION PLAN i ARABLE FIELD MARGINS 23
S 200 A 1 )1 Yo L1 o3 1 o] o S PR 23
o I V- Vo =TI = L SR 23
S TR T o o= L] - (11 SO 23
JBA Consulting
www.jbaconsulting.co.uk
N:\2008\Projects\2008s3728 - Ancholme Internal Drainage Board - North Lincolnshire IDBs Biodiversity Action Planning\Reports\Ancholme\Ancholme
IDB BAP - Final.doc: 25/03/2010 L]



Ancholme Internal Drainage Board
Biodiversity Action Plan
Final Report

CONTENTS
Page
8.4  Status within the Drainage DISIICE .........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e e e e e e anrarereeee s 24
S TR I 01 1= SO 24
I [T = @ o] [=Tox 1)Y= IR U [o I I Vo 1= SR 24
S T A XX =Yo Lo F= | (=Yl od F= 1 1O PPPPR 24
9 HABITAT ACTION PLAN T DRAINS AND DITCHES 25
LS A 1o o To 11 T3 1T o PSR 25
S N T Vo] T LIRS - (U PEERR 25
S TG T I Tot= 1B = L (U ORI 25
9.4  Status within the Drainage DISIHCT ..........eiiiiiiiiieiiiiie e 25
S TR T I o1 (=T= | (SOOI 25
9.6  IDB ODJeCtiVES QNG TANGELS ....eiiiiiiiiieiiieie ittt ettt ettt et e e e e e s tbe e e s anbe e e e s anne e e e s annneees 26
S T A X Yo Lo = 1Yo B = = T F OO 26
10 HABITAT ACTION PLAN T GRAZING MARSH 27
O Tt R 1 11 o To [8 T 1o o PR 27
O T2 V= o] F= LIRS = L (U PO 27
O IR T o Tor= IS = (1 [ ORRR 27
10.4 Status within the DrainNage DISIICE ..........uuuuuuuuiuiriiiiieieieiuieieierereerereeee . 27
ORI ] €= 1 28
10.6 IDB ODjJECHVES @NU TAIJELS ....uuuuruiriiiuieieieieieieieieiererererererereereree—.—————————.—.———————————...———————. 28
O R A =TS T F= 1 (=T I o = 1P 28
11 SPECIES ACTION PLAN i DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES 29
5 R [ 1 o T 11T 1T P 29
0 N = 110 =TI = 1P 29
0 I Yo=Y ] = 1P 29
11.4 Status within the DraiNage DISIICE ..........uuuururuiuieiiiiieiiieiuieieieereerereeee . 30
0 R T I ] =1 30
11.6 IDB ODJECtiVES ANT TAIGELS ...eciiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt et e et e e e st b e e e sbb e e e e sbr e e e e sbreeeeans 30
A XY o o =Y (=0 [ F= U 1 30
12 SPECIES ACTION PLAN i EUROPEAN EEL 31
52 R [ 11 o o 11T 1o P 31
A = o] F= LIRS = (U 31
A T 0 Tor= S = (1 [ 31
12.4 Status within the Drainage DISIICE .........cooiiuiiiiiiiiie e e e 32
T I 1 (== (= 32
12.6 ODJECIVES AN TAIGELS ..ooiiiiiiiei ittt ettt ettt e ettt e e st et e e e sabb e e e e sabe e e e e anbbeeeeabreeeans 32
D A X3~ Tt = 1 (=T I o = 1P 33
13 SPECIES ACTION PLAN i LAPWING 34
R 700 R 1 11 o To [1 T 1 o] o 34
R T V= 0T F= LIRS = (U 34
R T N o Tor= 1] = (£ 34
13.4 Status within the Drainage DIStrCE ...........uuuuuiuieiiiiieiiiiiiiiieiieee . 34
R TR T I ] 1= 1 34
13.6 IDB ODJECtVES AN TAIGELS .. ..uteiiiiiieiiiiiiiieie e ettt e e e e e bbb e e e e e e s s s bbb e e e e e e e s e annbreeeaeeeeaaannreees 35
13.7  ASSOCIAEA PIANS.....outiiiiiiiicieee ettt e e e e e e et e s e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e eerbaa e as 35
14 SPECIES ACTION PLAN i WATER VOLE 36
0t R 1 11 o To [1 [ 1o o PRSP PPPOPPRRR 36
T14.2 NALONAI STATUS .. .coiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e ea b e s eeeeeessataa e eeasesesraraenns 36
R T o Tor= LIS = L (1 £ TSP PPSPPRRR 36
14.4 Status within the Drainage DIStrC ............uuiiiiii et a e 36
T I 1 (= (= 37
14.6 DB ODJeCtiVES aNd TAIGELS ...cciiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt e e e st e e e snbe e e e snbreeeeabeeeeeans 37

JBA Consulting
www.jbaconsulting.co.uk

N:\2008\Projects\2008s3728 - Ancholme Internal Drainage Board - North Lincolnshire IDBs Biodiversity Action Planning\Reports\Ancholme\Ancholme i
IDB BAP - Final.doc: 25/03/2010 v



Ancholme Internal Drainage Board
Biodiversity Action Plan
Final Report

CONTENTS
Page
147 ASSOCIALEU PIANS ...ttt ettt e e et e e e sttt e e e snbe e e e e snbbeeeesnbbeeeesnbreeeens 37
15 SPECIES ACTION PLAN i BARN OWL 38
L 700 Vo1 (o T [ o 1T o PR OTPPRPPPRI 38
ST N F- 1110 £ P VS = (LR TPPRPRPPRI 38
LS TRC T WoTor | IS = L (1 PR OPPPRPPPRR 38
15.4 Status within the Drainage DIStHCE ........cc.uuiiiiiie e s s e e e e s e rnbrar e e e e e e s annreees 38
ST I 0 (=T L (=R OTPPRPPPPRPN 38
15.6 ODJECHVES @NA TAITGETS ..oeiiitiiiieitiiee ettt ettt et e e e s bt e e st e e e e e sabe e e e e sabreeeesnbreeeeannreeeeans 39
15.7 ASSOCIALEA PIANS.......eeiiiiiiii e e ettt e e e e et e e e e e e s e e e ee e e e e e e annnreees 39
16 PROCEDURAL ACTION PLAN 40
I 700 Vo1 (o T [ o 1T o PR OPPPRPPPPR 40
16.2 ODJECHVES AN TAIGETS ..oeiiiiiiieeitiiee ettt et e e e e st et e e st e e e e e sbe e e e e sabr e e e e snbreeeeannreeeans 40
17 IMPLEMENTATION 41
A A 4T o] (=0 0= ] = 11 P 41
18 MONITORING 42
S 0 A 1Y/ 1o T ) o1 o P 42
19 REVIEWING AND REPORTING PROCESS 43
19.1 Reviewing and RePOIrtiNG PrOCESS .......uuuuuuuuuieiuieiuiriuieieiurnininrnrnrersrernre———————————————————————————. 43
LIST OF FIGURES
Figure 1-1: ANCholme DraiNage DiISTIICT. ........cciiuuiiieiiiiie ettt et e e abb e e e s ebn e e e s sanneeas 1
Figure 4-1: Internationally and Nationally Important Nature Conservation Sites ..........cccoovveverniiieeiniieee s, 7
Figure 4-2: Non-statutory Nature CONSErVAtION SILES .......c..ueiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e e saneeeas 9
LIST OF TABLES
Table 4-1: Internationally and Nationally Important Nature Conservation Sit€S.........cccceevvviciiiiveeeeeiessciiiieeeennn 7
Table 4-2: Non-statutory Nature CONSErvation SIES..........coiuiiiiiiiiie ettt 8
Table 5-1: Habitat AUGIE SUMMIEIY ....oooiiiiiiiiee ettt et e et e e e st b e e e e sbb e e e e abbeeeesabbeeeeans 10
Table 6-1: SPECIES AUMIL SUIMIMAIY .. oo 15
Table 6-2: Current Status ADDIEVIALIONS ........ciiiiiiiiiii e e e e s eeeeeeas 17
JBA Consulting
www.jbaconsulting.co.uk
N:\2008\Projects\2008s3728 - Ancholme Internal Drainage Board - North Lincolnshire IDBs Biodiversity Action Planning\Reports\Ancholme\Ancholme
IDB BAP - Final.doc: 25/03/2010 v



Ancholme Internal Drainage Board
Biodiversity Action Plan

Final Report

ABBREVIATIONS

AONB Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
ART Association of Rivers Trusts

BAP Biodiversity Action Plan

BARS Biodiversity Action Reporting System
BDS British Dragonfly Society

BTO British Trust for Ornithology

CFMP Catchment Flood Management Plan

EA Environment Agency

EC European Community

FWAG Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
GIS Geographical Information System

ha Hectare

IDB Internal Drainage Board

JNCC Joint Nature Conservation Committee
km Kilometre

LBAP Local Biodiversity Action Plan

LERC Lincolnshire Ecological Records Centre
LNR Local Nature Reserve

LPA Local Planning Authority

LWT Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust

NA Not Applicable

NBN National Biodiversity Network

NCA National Character Area

NE Natural England

NERC Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act
PCT Ponds Conservation Trust

pLWS Probable Local Wildlife Site

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
SAC Special Area of Conservation

SPA Special Protection Area

SMART Specific; Measurable; Achievable; Realistic; and Time-related
SNCI Site of Nature Conservation Interest
SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest

UK BAP United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan
WLMP Water Level Management Plan
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1 IDB BIODIVERSITY T AN INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

The Ancholme Internal Drainage Board (IDB) has conducted a biodiversity audit of its district and
identified those habitats and species that would benefit from particular management or actions by
the Board. Using this information, which is presented in later sections, the Board& Biodiversity
Action Plan (BAP) has been developed. The Plan identifies objectives for the conservation and
enhancement of biodiversity within the drainage district, and goes on to describe targets and actions
that will hopefully deliver these objectives. The intention is to integrate, as appropriate, biodiversity
into the Boardods activities, such as annual mainter

The action plan will help to safeguard the biodiversity of the drainage district now and for future
generations. In particular, it is hoped that implementing the plan will contribute to the achievement of
local and national targets for UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) priority species and habitats.
Species and habitats which are not listed in the UK BAP but may be locally significant for a variety of
reasons have also been considered.

The Plan is an evolving document that will be reviewed and updated on a regular basis. It covers
the entire drainage district, as shown in Figure 1-1.

Figure 1-1: Ancholme Drainage District

- ———— ————————

River Humber ! Laods
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Nottingham
.
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1.2 What is Biodiversity?

The Convention on Biodiversity at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 defined biodiversity
as:

firhe variability among living organisms from all sources including...terrestrial, marine and other
aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part; this includes diversity
within species, between species and of ecosystemso .

Biodiversity can be defined simply as HAthe variety
living organisms, including plants, birds, mammals, and insects. It includes both common and rare

species, as well as the genetic diversity within species. Biodiversity also refers to the habitats and
ecosystems that support these species.

1.3 The Importance of Conserving Biodiversity
Biodiversity is a vital resource and it is essential to acknowledge its importance to our lives along
with the range of benefits that it produces:
e Supply of ecosystem services i water, nutrients, climate change mitigation, pollination;
o Life resources i food, medicine, energy and raw materials;
¢ Improved health and well-being;
¢ Landscape and cultural distinctiveness;

e Direct economic benefits from biodiversity res
economic activity and tourism; and

e Educational, recreational and amenity resources.

1.4 The Biodiversity Action Planning Framework

This Drainage Board BAP is part of a much larger biodiversity framework that encompasses
international, national and local levels of biodiversity action planning and conservation.

1.4.1 Biodiversity - The International Context

The international commitment to halt the worldwide loss of habitats and species and their genetic
resources was agreed in 1992 at the United Nations Conference on the Environment and
Development, commonly know as the Rio Earth Summit. Over 150 countries, including the United
Kingdom, signed the Convention on Biological Diversity, pledging to contribute to the conservation of
biodiversity at a global level. These countries made a commitment to draw up national strategies to
address the losses to global biodiversity and to resolve how economic development could go hand in
hand with the maintenance of biodiversity.

The Rio Convention includes a global commitment to achieve by 2010 a significant reduction in the
current rate of biodiversity loss at the (global, regional and national level
(www.biodiv.org/convention/default.html). The 2002 World Summit in Johannesburg on Sustainable
Development subsequently endorsed this target.

1.4.2 Biodiversity - The National Context

The UK BAP is the UK& sommitment to Article 6A of the Rio Convention on Biological Diversity. It
describes the UK's priority species and habitats, and seeks to benefit 65 priority habitats and 1149
species in total. It identifies other key areas for action such as the building of partnerships for
conserving biodiversity and gathering vital biodiversity data.

In England, Working with the Grain of Nature s et s out t he Governmentoés stra
enhancing biological diversity, and establishes programmes of action for integrating biodiversity into

policy and planning for key sectors, together with appropriate targets and indicators. The strategy

has a Water and Wetlands Working Group and an associated programme of actions that includes:

¢ Integrating biodiversity into whole-catchment management; and

e Achieving net gain in water and wetland BAP priority habitats through Water Level
Management Plans (WLMPs), Catchment Flood Management Plans (CFMPs), and
sustainable flood management approaches.

JBA Consulting
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1.4.3 Local Biodiversity Action Plans

For the UK BAP to be implemented successfully it requires some means of ensuring that the national
strategy is translated into effective action at the local level. The UK targets for the management,
enhancement, restoration, and creation of habitats and species populations have therefore been
translated into targets in Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs), which tend to operate at the
county level.

15 Internal Drainage Boards and Biodiversity

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 places a duty on IDBs to
conserve biodiversity. As a public body, every IDB must have regard in exercising its functions, so
far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving
biodiversity.

The Act states that conserving biodiversity includes restoring or enhancing a population or habitat.
In so doing, an IDB should have regard to the list published by the Secretary of State of living
organisms and types of habitat that are of principal importance for the purpose of conserving
biodiversity. In effect, this list comprises the BAP priority species and habitats for England.

In 2007, the Governmentds | DB Review | mplementatio
should produce their own BAPs.

The Ancholme IDB Biodiversity Action Plan has been produced to help fulfil these requirements and
seeks to set out targets and actions that complement the UK and Local BAPs.

1.6 The Aims of the Ancholme IDB Biodiversity Action Plan

The aims of the Ancholme IDB BAP are:

¢ To ensure that habitat and species targets from the UK BAP and the local LBAP are translated
into effective action within the drainage district;

e To identify targets for other habitats and species of local importance within the drainage
district;

e To develop effective local partnerships to ensure that programs for biodiversity conservation
are maintained in the long term;

e To raise awareness within the IDB and locally of the need for biodiversity conservation, and to
provide guidance to landowners, occupiers and their representatives on biodiversity and
inland water management;

e To ensure that opportunities for conservation and enhancement of biodiversity are fully
considered throughoutthe IDB6s operations; and

e To monitor and report on progress in biodiversity conservation.

JBA Consulting
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2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

THE IDB BAP PROCESS

The Biodiversity Audit

To produce the Ancholme IDB BAP, information on the habitats and species present in the district
was first obtained. This ®iodiversity Auditéinvolved the collation of existing data held by the IDB and
by other biodiversity partners.

Evaluating and Prioritising Habitats and Species

The Biodiversity Audit identified those priority habitats and species in the UK and Local BAPs that
can be found in the Ancholme drainage district. Additional non-BAP habitats and species deemed to
be important within the district were also identified.

Further habitats and species, together with additional targets and actions, may be added in the
future, as knowledge is improved and delivery of the IDB BAP is reviewed.

A range of criteria was then used to select those species and habitats that are of particular
importance to the IDB i that is to say, those habitats and species that could benefit from IDB
actions. The criteria used included their national and local status, the opportunities for effective IDB
action and the resources available.

Setting Objectives, Targets and Indicators

For each habitat and species identified as being important to the IDB, conservation objectives and
targets have been drawn up and are set out in the Plan. The objectives express the IDB 6 s
aims for benefiting a particular habitat or species. The related targets have been set to focus IDB
programmes of action and to identify outcomes that can be monitored to measure achievement. For
each target an indicator has been seti a measurable feature of the target that, when monitored over
time, allows delivery to be assessed.

In order for this BAP to be as effective as possible the targets and actions have been devised to be
SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and Time-limited). The targets are ambitious,
but are also considered to be proportionate and practicable given the resources available.

Procedural targets and actions have also been considered. These are targets that the Board will use
to measure the way in which it considers and incorporates biodiversity across the whole range of its
operations. These may involve changes to administrative, management and operating procedures.

Implementation

Once targets have been set for habitats and species, it is important that the actions to deliver the
BAP are described. The Plan sets out how the Board intends to implement the actions in the plan,
often in partnership with other organisations or individuals.

Monitoring

Achievement of the Plan targets will be measured by a programme of monitoring which the Board
will undertake, in some instances with assistance from its partners, and the methods to be used are
described in the Plan.

Reporting and Reviewing

It is important to review the implementation of the BAP, assess changes in the status of habitats and
species and the overall feasibility of objectives and targets. In addition, it is vital that the successful
achievement of targets is recorded and the gains for biodiversity registered in the public domain.

The Plan sets out the methods the IDB will be using to review the delivery of targets and to
communicate progress to partner organisations and the public.
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3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

THE BIODIVERSITY AUDIT

Introduction

The following Sections 4, 5 and 6 summarise the results of the Biodiversity Audit, undertaken in
2008 and 2009. Section 4 provides information about the drainage district and a list of the nature
conservation sites that occur within or bordering its boundaries. Sections 5 and 6 detail respectively
the habitats and species occurring within the district that are of potential importance to the IDB.

Local Biodiversity Action Plans

The Lincolnshire BAP covers the Ancholme drainage district. This local BAP has action plans for 19
habitats and 22 species of concern with the county.

The Ancholme IDB is a partner of the Lincolnshire Biodiversity Partnership.

Biodiversity Audit Boundary

The Biodiversity Audit covers the entire area of the Ancholme drainage district, as shown in Figure
1-1.

Sources of Data i Habitats
Information on habitats of relevance occurring within the drainage district was obtained from the

following sources:

e GIS data on UK BAP priority habitats i which can be downloaded from www.english-
nature.org.uk/pubs/qgis/gis_register.asp

e The UK BAP - http://www.ukbap.org.uk/
e Phase | Habitat Surveys of the district undertaken been 2004 and 2008
¢ Lincolnshire Ecological Records Centre

¢ Lincolnshire BAP
e The PDF file accompanying the IDB BAP guidance which provides mapped information on
any priority habitats within the IDB district.

Sources of Datai Species
Information on species of relevance occurring within the drainage district was obtained from the
following sources:

e Ecological survey of the district undertaken by the Board between 2004 and 2008

¢ Protected and other species surveys of the drainage district undertaken by the Board

¢ Lincolnshire Ecological Records Centre

¢ Lincolnshire BAP

¢ National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Gateway - http://www.searchnbn.net/
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4 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES

4.1 The Drainage District

The Ancholme drainage district is located in low-lying, arable land, between the south bank of the
Humber Estuary in the north and the town of Market Rasen in the south. It is located approximately
7km east of Scunthorpe and 23km west of Grimsby. The drainage district covers an area of 16,431
hectares (ha) and contains 231km of drainage board maintained watercourses.

4.2 Geology

According to the British Ge o,lacngeofeotktyfes aresfeupdonithinGe ol n d
the drainage district; these include:

e Mudstone, siltstone, limestone and sandstone of the Lias group

e Clays of the West Walton formation, Ampthill Clay formation and Kimmeridge Clay
formation

¢ Limestone, sandstone, siltstone and mudstone of the Inferior Oolite group
e Sandstone, limestone and argillaceous rocks of the Great Oolite group

4.3 Landscape

4.3.1 Landscape Designations

There are no National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) within the Ancholme
drainage district.

4.3.2 Landscape Character

Natural England has divided the whole of England into a number of National Character Areas (NCA)
based on characteristic landforms, wildlife and land use. They are not designations and are not
confined by traditional administrative boundaries. For each NCA, Natural England has prepared a
profile that characterises the wildlife and natural features, identifies the influences that act upon
those features and sets objectives for nature conservation.

The Ancholme drainage district falls within the following NCAs:

Humber Estuary i an expansive, flat, low-lying estuarine landscape dominated by the
Humber estuary, mudflats, salt marshes and tidal influences. It is a predominantly reclaimed,
former inter-tidal landscape with field boundaries formed by dykes, drains and
embankments. Industry has developed on the south bank.

Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands i a large-sc al e, 6upl andé
escarpment, with the prominent scarp scope of t
landscape is open, with rectilinear fields and few boundaries. The northern section is more

complex, with a double scarp, urbanisation of Scunthorpe and Coversand areas of heath,

blown sand and conifer woodlands.

Central Lincolnshire Vale i a broad, low-lying arable vale, with a regular pattern of
medium-sized fields, with enclosure generally by species-poor hedgerows. The drained
landscape north of Brigg is a variation to this landscape. Settlements are sparse and
nucleated.

LincolnshireWoldsia rol |l ing 6uplandd arable |l andscape,
the north and west. It has a combination of elevated plateaux and steep-sided dales and a
sparse settlement pattern.

Prominent landscape features in the immediate area of the drainage district include the Humber
Estuary, New River Ancholme, the M180 motorway and the towns of Brigg and Market Rasen.
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4.4 Statutory Nature Conservation Sites

44.1

International and National Sites

There is one site of international and national nature conservation importance within and
immediately adjacent to the Ancholme drainage district (Table 4-1 and Figure 4-1). This is the
Humber Estuary along the northern boundary of the drainage district, which is designated as a
Ramsar Site, Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Area (SPA) and a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Table 4-1 summarises the site details and identifies the features
contributing to its designation, as well as identifying the potential for the IDB activities to impact upon
the site. Sites graded as high are those containing IDB drains, medium are those with IDB drains
running adjacent or into it, and low are those that are disassociated from the IDB drains.

Table 4-1: Internationally and Nationally Important Nature Conservation Sites

Site Name

Designation

Features Contributing to Designation

Potential to be Affected by
IDB Activities

Humber
Estuary

Ramsar Site, SAC,
SPA, SSSI

Estuarine habitats including mudflats,
sandflats, coastal lagoons, saltmarsh and
reedbeds

Breeding and overwintering  birds,
particularly wildfowl and wetland birds

Grey Seal
Sea and River Lamprey

Medium

Figure 4-1: Internationally and Nationally Important Nature Conservation Sites

JBA Consulting
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4.4.2 Local Sites

There are no Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) within the Ancholme drainage district.

4.5 Non-statutory Local Nature Conservation Sites

Within the Ancholme drainage district 25 sites have been identified locally as being important for
wildlife, and are designated as Sites of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI) and proposed Local
Wildlife Sites (pLWS). Whilst these designations do not have statutory status, the sites themselves
are important for their contribution to biodiversity and planning policy requires that they are given
consideration. These sites are listed in Table 4-2 and mapped in Figure 4-2.

Table 4-2: Non-statutory Nature Conservation Sites

Site Name Designation Features C.ontri.buting to Potential to be
Designation Affected by IDB

Wet grassland

Ancholme Fields SNCI Marsh/reedbed Low
Great Crested Newt

Big Wood SNCI Woodland habitats Medium

Cadney Carrs Reservoir SNCI Open water with avian interest Medium
Drainage ditch/stream

Candley Beck, Westrum SNCI Wetland plants Low
Grassland and scrub habitats
Drainage ditch

Faraway Drain, Newstead SNCI Wetland plants Low
Grassland and scrub habitats
Marsh

Horkstow Brickworks SNCI Grassland Low
Scrub

Howsham Barff Wood SNCI Stream Low
Woodland

Ings Farm Pasture, Toft Newton | SNCI Wet and neutral grassland Low

Keb Farm Wood SNCI Woodland habitats Low
Grassland, woodland and heathland

Linwood Golf Course SNCI habitats Low
Botanical interest
Wet grassland

Manor House Farm Field SNCI Marsh and pools Medium
Great Crested Newt

Moor Road Verges SNCI Verge with botanical interest Low

Moortown Road Verge SNCI Verge with botanical interest Low

Rowland Plantation pLWS Plange}tlon Woodland Low
Semi-improved acid grassland
Ponds and drains

Silversides Settling Ponds SNCI Water Vole Medium
Reedbed

South Kelsey Verge SNCI Verge with botanical interest Low

South Wood, South Kelsey SNCI Woodland habitat Low

. Stream
Spurn Point, Owersby SNCI Woodland and grassland habitats Low
. . Reedbed .

Thornholme Pumping Station SNCI Grassland and scrub habitats Medium

Toft Newton Plantation SNCI Plantation woodland Low

Toft Newton Reservoir SNCI Open water Low

Traffords Covert SNCI Woodland and scrub habitats Low

Winterton Carrs and Ings SNCI Woodland habitats Medium

Winterton Meadow pLWS Semi-improved neutral grassland Low
Wet grassland
Drainage ditches .

Worlaby Carrs pLWS Water 80|e High
Wetland and wading birds
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Figure 4-2: Non-statutory Nature Conservation Sites
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5 HABITAT AUDIT

51 Introduction

The habitat audit is divided into two sections i a Habitat Audit Summary and a description of the
Habitats of Importance for the IDB. The first of these sections identifies the UK BAP priority habitats
that occur within the IDB district, as identified by the information gathering exercise. The second
section is derived from the Lincolnshire BAP list of habitats, and identifies those habitats of particular
importance, or potential importance, within the IDB district. This includes habitats for which water
level management or other IDB activities could be of benefit.

5.2 Habitat Audit Summary

Table 5-1 lists the UK priority habitats identified as occurring within the IDB district. Also listed are
those habitats of importance to the IDB, or of potential importance. Habitats of importance to the IDB
area classified as high, medium, or low in terms of the potential for the IDB to maintain, restore or
expand habitat. A selection of habitats from the medium and high categories are taken forward to full
action planning.

Table 5-1: Habitat Audit Summary

UK BAP Priority Local BAP ImpHgggﬁtcgffor Location of Habitat of Mainltgﬁqi?]%tegggtlof?i:mg or
Habitat Habitat DB Importance for IDB Expanding Habitat
Arable Field Arable Field Arable Field Throughout arable areas .
: . . Medium
Margins Margins Margins of catchment
Adjacent to the south bank
Coastal and of the Humber
Floodplain Grazing Marsh Grazing Marsh . Medium
Grazing Marsh Areas west of Brigg
Worlaby Carrs pLWS
Eutrophic Ponds, Lakes and Ponds Various locations Low
Standing Waters | Reservoirs throughout district
Hedgerow and Hedgerow and o .
Hedgerows Hedgerow Trees |Hedgerow Trees Throughout district Medium
Lowland
Calcareous Calcareous No - -
Grassland
Grassland
Lowland Fens Largely restricted to the
southern fringe of the
Fens, Swamps Fens, Swamps and Humber .
Reedbed and wet Reedbeds Thornholme Pumping Medium
eedbeds
Reedbeds Station SNCI
Ancholme Fields SNCI
Lowland Meadows and No ) )
Meadows Pasture
Ponds, Lakes and Various locations Low
Ponds . Ponds o
Reservoirs throughout district
River Humber
New River Ancholme
. Rivers, Canals Rivers, Canals and | Old River Ancholme .
Rivers ; ; High
and Drains Drains River Rase
Weir Dike

Drainage ditches are
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UK BAP Priority Local BAP Imggggﬁtcgffor Location of Habitat of Mainltziiic;tegggoffiag or
Habitat Habitat DB Importance for IDB Expanding Habitat
located throughout district
Limited occurrences in the .
Wet Woodland Wet Woodland Wet Woodland southern half of the district Medium

5.3 Habitats of Importance for the IDB

5.3.1 Introduction
In the following sections, more detail on the habitats selected as being of importance, or potential
importance, for the IDB is presented. This includes information on distribution across the district,
national status and threats.

5.3.2 Arable Field Margins

Description Status of Arable Field Margins

Arable field margins refer to strips of land lying
between arable crops and the field boundary, which
are deliberately managed to create conditions which
benefit key farmland species.

National Status

Arable crops cover an estimated area of 1,403,000ha
in the UK. If a field margin of only 6m were managed
for wildlife a further 95,600ha of land could be
managed in a way that would benefit wildlife, without
having serious detrimental effects on the remaining
cropped area.

Arable field margins provide important habitat for a
number of birds, butterflies, and numerous other
invertebrates as well as supporting threatened and
important species of arable flora.

Threats

The main threats include arable intensification,
cultivation to field edges, removal of field boundaries
and inappropriate management techniques aimed at
0tidinessbo.

(1km Distribution)
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5.3.3 Hedgerow and Hedgerow Trees

Description

Hedgerows are linear strips of trees and shrubs often
associated with features such as ditches, banks and
grass verges. Hedgerows and hedgerow trees provide
valuable habitat for a large range of species, including
over 600 plant species, 1500 insects, 65 birds and 20
mammals.

National Status

There has been a dramatic decline in hedgerows in
the UK during the latter half of the twentieth century. It
is estimated that only 10% of all UK hedgerows are
being managed favourably for conservation.

Threats

The majority of threats relate to changes in agricultural
practices and/or poor management, and include: over-
frequent, too severe and badly timed cutting;
contamination by pesticides and fertilisers and
increases in intensive arable farming.

Status of Hedgerows and Hedgerow Trees

(1km Distribution)

5.3.4  Grazing Marsh

Description

Grazing marsh is defined as periodically inundated
pastures, or meadows with ditches which maintain the
water levels, containing standing brackish or fresh
water. Almost all are grazed and some are cut for hay
or silage.

These grasslands are particularly
breeding waders and wintering wildfowl.

important for

National Status

The exact extent of grazing marsh in the UK is not
known but it is possible that there may be a total of
300,000ha. England holds the largest proportion with
an estimate in 1994 of 200,000ha.

Threats

The principle threats to floodplain grazing marsh
include: arable intensification; decline in traditional
livestock farming; lack of traditional land management;
increases in use of pesticides and insecticides;
insensitive flood control works; sea level rise, and
increasing pollution of groundwater.

Status of Grazing Marsh

(1km Distribution)

Broughton

 Brigg
'

Market Rasen

-
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5.3.5 Ponds

Description

Standing open waterbodies can be either of human or
natural origin, and vary widely in size and type. Ponds
are small bodies of water between 1m? and 2ha in
area that hold water for more than four months in a
year.

Standing waterbodies are of great importance for
wildlife. Approximately 3,500 invertebrate species are
found in standing freshwater, with over two-thirds of
Red Data Book invertebrate species occurring in
ponds. Over 300 species of vascular plants have been
recorded in ponds, includ
plants.

National Status

Numbers of ponds in the UK have suffered a decline
of over 75% in the last 100 years. The current number
of ponds is estimated to be 375,000, of which about
229,000 are located in lowland Britain.

Threats

The majority of threats relate to inappropriate
management or land use, including: neglect or lack of
management; introduced species; excessive pond
clearance; damage and disturbance by recreational
activities; pollution; nutrient enrichment, and dumping

and infilling with waste.

Ponds

(1km Distribution)

Market Rasan,

~

5.3.6 Rivers, Canals and Drains

Description

Flowing waters can take a variety of forms. Typically
they include rivers and streams, which are dynamic,
flowing waterbodies, but can also include slower
flowing man-made watercourses such as canals and
drains. They host a range of sub-habitats such as
shingle beds and eroding river banks, and provide
valuable movement and dispersal corridors for mobile
species such as Otters Lutra lutra and Kingfisher
Alcedo atthis.

National Status

The national status of this habitat group is somewhat
uncertain. Although it is clearly widespread, there is a
great variety in river quality and types making accurate
assessment difficult.

Threats

Flowing waters are susceptible to a wide range of
threats. These can be related to water abstraction or
transfer; inappropriate management; damage or
disturbance from recreational activities; non-native
plant and animal species, and development within the
catchment.

Status of Rivers, Canals and Drains

(1km Distribution)
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5.3.7 Wet Woodland

Description

Wet woodland occurs on poorly drained or seasonally
wet soils, with Alder, Birch and willows usually
becoming the predominant tree species. It is
frequently found in mosaic with other woodland or
wetland habitats.

National Status

There is no precise data available on the national
extent of wet woodland. In the 1980s, the estimated
UK coverage of wet woodland was 50,0007 70,000 ha
of which 25,000 7 30,000 ha was ancient semi-natural.

Wet woodland combines elements of many other
ecosystems and as such is important for many species
particularly bryophytes and invertebrates.

Threats

Wet woodland is affected by the following factors that
impact directly or indirectly upon its current condition
and dynamics: clearance and conversion to other
land-uses; cessation of management; inappropriate
grazing, land drainage and flood defence; poor water
quality; invasion by non-native species such as
Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glandulifera; and climate
change.

Status of Wet Woodland
(1km Distribution)

Broughton

P
7 ‘f“ Bclg;{

'
Market Rasen
e :

5.3.8 Fens, Swamps and Wet Reedbeds

Description

Fens, swamps and reedbeds are often isolated
fragments of larger wetland habitats and are of
immense conservation value. They can support a
range of nationally scarce and important plant and
animal species, including Lesser Water-plantain
Baldellia ranunculoides, Bittern Botaurus stellaris and
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus.

National Status

These wetland habitats have declined dramatically
across Europe during the twentieth century and the
UK is believed to hold a large proportion of the
surviving European resource.

Threats

These habitats are at risk from; inappropriate
management leading to drying out, scrub
encroachment and natural succession to woodland;
sea-level rise leading to losses in coastal areas;
pollution of freshwater supplies, particularly from
siltation, and historic land drainage and conversion to
intensive agricultural land.

Status of Fens, Swamps and Wet Reedbeds

(1km Distribution)
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6 SPECIES AUDIT

6.1 Introduction

As with the habitat audit, the species audit is divided into two sections i a Species Audit Summary
and a description of the Species of Importance for the IDB. The first of these sections lists the UK
BAP priority species that occur within the IDB district, as identified by the information gathering
exercise. The second section is derived from the Lincolnshire BAP list of priority species, and
identifies those species of particular importance, or potential importance within the IDB district. This
includes species for which water level management or other IDB activities could be of benefit.

6.2 Species Audit Summary

Table 6-1 lists the UK priority species identified as occurring within the IDB district. Also listed are
those species of importance to the IDB, or of potential importance. The species listed are
categorised as high, medium or low in terms of the IDB potential to maintain or increase species
population or range. A selection from the medium to high categories are taken forward to full action

planning.
Table 6-1: Species Audit Summary
IDB Potential for
UK BAP Local Species of M?r:r;trzlgsl?ng or
Species Group Priority BAP Importance | Location within district S eciesg
Species | Species for IDB pec!
Population or
Range
Corn Buttercup Vascular
Ranuncula Yes No No - -
) Plant
arvensis
Frog Orchid Vascular
Coeloglossum Yes No No - -
i Plant
viride
Tubular Water-
dropwort Vascular Recorded at Manor .
Oenanthe Plant Yes No Yes House Farm Field SNCI Medium
fistulosa
Small Heath
Coenonympha Butterfly Yes No No - -
pamphilus
wall Lasiommata Butterfly Yes No No - -
megera
Eel Anguilla . .
anguilla Fish Yes No Yes Unknown High
Adder Vipera .
berus Reptile Yes No No - -
Grass Snake Recorded near Market
Natri . Reptile Yes No Yes Rasen, but likely to be Medium
atrix natrix
present throughout
Common Toad - Wetland areas .
Bufo bufo Amphibian | Yes No Yes throughout district Medium
Recorded at Ancholme
Fields SNCI, Manor
Great Crested L
Newt Triturus Amphibian |Yes Yes Yes House Farm Field SNCI Medium
; and Gallamore Lane
cristatus -
pond, near Brimmer
Beck
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IDB Potential for
UK BAP Local Species of M?rl]r;trzlgsl?ng or
Species Group Priority BAP Importance | Location within district S eciesg
Species | Species for IDB pec!
Population or
Range
Barn Owl Tyto . Various locations .
alba Bird No No Yes throughout district Medium
Bittern Botaurus . Booming male recorded .
stellaris Bird Yes Yes Yes at pond in South Ferriby Medium
. Yes
Burlmrl]]?: Pyrrhula Bird Yes (Farmland [No - -
Py Birds)
Cuckoo Cuculus Bird Yes No No i i
canorus
Curlew
Nurmenius Bird Yes No Yes Wetland areas Low
throughout district
arquata
. Yes
Grey Partridge .
Perdix perdix Bird Yes (Earmland No
Birds)
House Sparrow Yes
Passer Bird Yes (Urban No - -
domesticus Birds)
Lapwing Vanellus Bird Yes 2§;mland Yes Agricultural and wetland Medium
vanellus Birds areas throughout district
. . Yes
Linnet Carduelis .
cannabina Bird Yes (F_armland No - -
Birds
Reed Bunting Yes .
Emberiza Bird Yes (Farmland |Yes ':?e:‘csu:mg ar?c?u\tlvgii?r?cdt Medium
schoeniculus Birds) g
Yes
Skylark Alauda Bird Yes (Farmland |No - -
arvensis .
Birds)
Song Thrush Yes
Turdus Bird Yes (Urban No - -
philomelos Birds)
Spotted
Flycatcher Bird Yes No No - -
Muscicapa striata
Starling Sturnus .
vulgaris Bird Yes No No - -
Tree Sparrow Yes
P Bird Yes (Farmland |No - -
Passer montanus .
Birds)
Yes
Turtle Dove .
. Bird Yes (Farmland |No - -
Streptopelia turtur Birds)
Yellowhammer
Emberiza Bird Yes No No - -
citronella
Yellow Wagtalil .
Motacilla flava Bird Yes No No ) )
Recorded on 16 IDB
Water Vole : i
Arvicola terrestris Mammal Yes Yes Yes drains and also on _ High
Kettleby Beck, the River
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IDB Potential for
UK BAP Local Species of M?rl]r;trzlgsl?ng or
Species Group Priority BAP Importance | Location within district S eciesg
Species | Species for IDB pec!
Population or
Range
Rase and Linwood Golf
Course SNCI
Brown Hare
Lepus europaeus Mammal Yes Yes No - -
Hedgehog
Erinaceus Mammal Yes No No - -
europaeus
Recorded at Horkstow
Bridge, North Kelsey .
Otter Lutra lutra | Mammal Yes Yes Yes Beck and a road bridge High
at Saxby All Saints
Bats Mammal Some Yes Yes Throughout district Low
6.3 Species of Importance for the IDB

6.3.1

Introduction

In this section, more detail is provided for the species identified as being of importance, or potential
importance for the IDB 1T the majority of these are related to wetland environments. Information on
distribution across the IDB district, national status and threats are presented, as is a summary of the
current status of each species in relation to the principle conservation legislation and designations;
the abbreviations used in this summary, and the legislation to which they relate are presented in
Table 6-2. The distribution maps below are based on data available at the time of the production of
this plan, and may not represent the speciesb

Table 6-2: Current Status Abbreviations

Abbreviation Description
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, giving
Bonn l/ll/bats appendi x number, Obatsd showing the spe
on the Conservation of Bats in Europe.
Bern VI Convention on the European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, giving the appendix
number.
Convention of International Trade in Endangered Species of wild fauna and flora,
CITES LIl g .
giving the appendix number.
The Conservation Regulations 1994, a transposal of the EC Habitats and Birds
CR94, 2/4 T ; L
Directions into UK law, giving schedule number.
EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora
ECI/NVIV X - -
(Habitats Directive), giving annex number.
EC Birds EC Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds (Birds Directive), annex |.
Game Acts These specify conditions when certain game species may not be hunted or shot.
WCA 1/5/6/8/9 Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), giving the schedule number.
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6.3.2 Water Vole Arvicola terrestris

Current Status
WCA 5, UKBAP Priority Species

A rather large vole that occurs mainly on well
vegetated banks of lowland ponds, rivers, canals and
drainage ditches. It feeds mainly on grasses and
typically nests in burrows, but occasionally in reed
tussocks in marshes, producing around two litters of
five offspring per year.

Found close to water throughout Britain. Once
abundant, Water Vole numbers and their distribution
have declined significantly, becoming extinct in some
parts of Britain.

Threats

The main threats to Water Vole are; loss and
fragmentation of habitat; disturbance of riverside
habitat; inappropriate management of waterways;
predation by Mink and other predators; pollution; and
poisoning.

Water Vole Distribution

(1km Distribution)

Broughton "

==

~

Market Ragm

“~

6.3.3 Otter Lutra lutra

Current Status

WCA5, 6; EC II, IV; Cites |; CR94, 2; UKBAP Priority
Species

The Otter is a large carnivore associated with lakes,
rivers and marshes.

Otters were widespread in UK until a sharp decline in
the 1950s as a result of persecution and pollution
from organochlorine insecticides. The species is
now recovering with improvements in river water
quality and re-introductions in some areas.

Threats

The main threats to Otter are pollution; loss of
bankside habitat; road mortality; capture in eel traps;
disturbance and inappropriate river management.

Otter Distribution
(1km Distribution)

Broughton ;
L. B“““’;

Market Rasan

JBA Consulting
www.jbaconsulting.co.uk

N:\2008\Projects\2008s3728 - Ancholme Internal Drainage Board - North Lincolnshire IDBs Biodiversity Action Planning\Reports\Ancholme\Ancholme

IDB BAP - Final.doc: 25/03/2010

18




Ancholme Internal Drainage Board
Biodiversity Action Plan
Final Report

6.3.4 Bats

Current Status
WCA 5, 6; EC IV; Bern lll; Bonn I, bats; CR94, 2

Seven of the UKO&6s 16 res
as UK BAP Priority Species. Most species
underwent notable declines in the latter half of the
twentieth century, although there is evidence of
recovery in some populations.

Threats

The main threat to all bat species are removal of
trees; disturbance of roosting sites; and reductions in
the abundance of their insect prey as a result of
agricultural intensification.

Bat Distribution
(1km Distribution)

Broughton

(:. Brigg

Market Rasen,

6.3.5 Bittern Botaurus stellaris

Current Status

Bern II;; EC Birds Al; WCA 1.1; Red Data List, UK
BAP Priority Species

The Bittern is a thickset heron with brown plumage It
is a secretive bird, which live in reedbeds. The RSPB
reports that in 2007, 51 booming males were
recorded from 33 sites around the UK T the highest
number since 1990 and probably since the 1950s.
There was, however, evidence of nesting from only
12 of these 33 sites, of which eight were located in
coastal East Anglia.

Threats

The principal threat to this species is the loss and
fragmentation of its reedbed habitat. Declines in
water quality and general habitat quality are also of
concern for this species.

Bittern Distribution

(1km Distribution)

Broughton

-
e ?rigg‘,

Market Rasen
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6.3.6 Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniculus

Current Status
Bern Il; Red Data List; UK BAP Priority Species

Common and widespread in Europe and found
throughout the UK. Of conservation concern in the
UK after a significant decline in the population during
the 1970s and 1980s. Typically found in wet
vegetation but has recently spread into farmland
and, in winter, into gardens.

Threats

The main threats to Reed Bunting are the use of
herbicides and insecticides; changes to farming
practices and regimes; loss of farmland habitat
diversity; loss of wetland habitats; and un-
sympathetic river engineering.

Reed Bunting Distribution
(1km Distribution)

Broughton

T Brigg
" R

Market Rasen

6.3.7 Great Crested Newt Triturus cristatus

Current Status

Bern Il, CR94 2; EC Il, IV; WCA 5; UK BAP Priority
Species

The Great Crested Newt is the largest of the three
newt species occurring in Britain. It lives in ponds
with clear water and a variety of aquatic vegetation in
the spring and early summer. In late summer and
autumn it leaves the water to live under stones or in
soil, feeding on invertebrates before hibernating. It is
quite widespread in Britain and can be numerous in
parts of lowland England and Wales.

The species has suffered a decline in recent years
with studies in the 1980s indicating a national rate of
colony loss of 2% over 5 years. The British
population is amongst the largest in Europe where it
is threatened in several countries.

Threats

The main threats to Great Crested Newts are the
loss of ponds due to development; neglect, improper
management and the loss of terrestrial habitats,
especially unmown grassland.

Great Crested Newt Distribution

(1km Distribution)

Brouglhton

CBrigy
B

Market Rus&
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6.3.8 European Eel Anguilla anguilla

Current Status

CITES IlI; Red List of Threatened Species, UK BAP
Priority Species

Since the 1970s, the numbers of eels reaching
Europe is thought to have declined by around 90%.
However, it is not clear whether this is a man-made
decline or is part of a normal long- term natural
cycle.

Threats

The threats facing Eels are unknown but the
following have been put forward as potential causes
of the decline: overfishing, especially for glass eels
and elvers; parasites such as Anguillicola crassus
(introduced from Japan in the 1980s); barriers to
migration such as hydroelectric plants; PCB pollution
and climate change.

European Eel Distribution

(1km Distribution)

Broughton

gy

Market Rasen,
: —
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7.1

7.2

7.2.1

7.2.2

7.2.3

HABITAT AND SPECIES ACTION PLANS

Habitat and Species Action Plans

The following sections contain action plans for each of the habitats and species that have been
prioritised for action by the IDB. The plans set out the objectives, targets and actions that the IDB
believes are appropriate for each. These plans will be reviewed and updated periodically.

Where IDB objectives and targets contribute to UK BAP or Lincolnshire BAP targets, this is also
identified.
Action Plans for the Ancholme IDB

Habitat Action Plans
The following Habitat Action Plans are included for Ancholme drainage district:
e Arable Field Margins
e Drains and Ditches
e Grazing Marsh
Species Action Plans
The following Species Action Plans are included for the Ancholme drainage district:
o Dragonflies and Damselflies
e Eel
e Lapwing
e Water Vole
e Barn Owl
Procedural Action Plans

e A Procedural Action Plan has also been devised for the Ancholme IDB.
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8.1

8.2

8.3

HABITAT ACTION PLAN T ARABLE FIELD MARGINS

Introduction

Arable field margins are herbaceous strips or blocks, usually sited on the outer 2-12m margin of the
arable field, that are managed specifically to provide benefits for wildlife. They are commonly known
as grass margins or wildlife strips.

The margin is usually uncultivated grassland, self-seeded, or sown with a carefully chosen wildlife
mix, and with a diversity of perennial broadleaved plants. The vegetation is cut annually or
approximately every three years to prevent scrub invasion.

Arable field margins can provide a feeding habitat for several farmland birds, including the Grey
Partridge and a variety of passerines such as the Corn Bunting and Yellowhammer. In addition to
birds, these margins are beneficial for invertebrates, such as ground beetles, provide cover and
feeding areas for the Brown Hare and other small mammals, and foraging strips for predators such
as Barn Owls.

Low Drain i July 2002
National Status

Approximately 41% of the British landscape is tilled (44% in England), of which cereals alone
comprise 51% (IJNCC, 2006). This gives an estimated area coverage for arable crops of
1,403,000ha across the UK.

The current national resource is estimated to be 105,217ha. However, given the extent of arable
crops, if a margin of 6m were managed for wildlife across the UK resource, a further 95,600ha of
land would be available to wildlife, without any serious detrimental effects on the remaining cropped
areas.

Arable field margins are listed as a UK BAP Priority Habitat and a Lincolnshire BAP habitat.

Local Status

There is no widely available accurate documentation of the extent of arable field margins within
Lincolnshire. The introduction of Countryside Stewardship Schemes, Local Environmental Risk
Assessment for Pesticides and new Cross Compliance rules are all believed to have had positive
effects on the distribution of arable field margins across the county. There is, however, still believed
to be substantial scope for expansion of the coverage of this habitat and for improvement in the
management of existing field margins.
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8.4 Status within the Drainage District

As described in the preceding section, there is only very limited information available on the
distribution of arable field margins. It is expected, however, that an arable field margin in some form
exists alongside all arable fields, or there is the potential for one to exist. This is reflected in the
described distribution for the Ancholme IDB district.

Arable field margins within the drainage district have been found to provide valuable habitats for
many species, including farmland bird species (e.g. Yellowhammer and Skylark), Brown Hare, Roe
Deer and a range of plant species.

8.5 Threats
The current threats to arable field margins in the Ancholme drainage district include:
¢ Intensification of arable farming, leading to increased use of pesticides in efforts to obtain a
weed free monoculture
¢ Expansion of fields and removal of field boundaries in order to increase field size and farm
productivity
e Cultivation all the way to field edges
e Inappropriate management of existing field marg
¢ Nutrient enrichment from agricultural runoff.
8.6 IDB Objectives and Targets
o
& <
i [}
Ve Target ABIE) IDB Actions Partners Date Indicators |Reporting| @ | —=
Ref. Ref. v 5
) S)
—
1 Maintain and improve | 1.1 Encourage appropriate | EA 2010 Number of | Annually
the quality of current management techniques for | FWwAG onwards |landowners
arable field margins field margins and conservation LWT advised a a
within the Ancholme IDB headlands adjacent to IDB
drainage district watercourses NE
1.2 Reduce disturbance to ground Ongoing | Start date for| Annually
nesting birds using arable field through |annual
margins adjacent to IDB drains plan life | maintenance
from IDB operations
2 Maintain and expand the | 2.1 Encourage the creation of | EA 2010 Number of | Annually
current extent of arable arable field margins adjacent onwards |landowners
; ) s FWAG X ~
field margins within the to IDB watercourses advised a
Ancholme IDB drainage LWT
district NE
2.2 Promote the uptake of | EA 2010 Number of | Annually
Environmental Stewardship onwards |landowners
o h FWAG X ~ ~
schemes within the drainage advised a a
district LWT
NE
2.3 Encourage an increase in | EA 2010 Number of | Annually
margins  containing  plant onwards |landowners
. . . FWAG . ~ ~
species which provide seed for advised a a
wild birds and sources of | LWT
nectar and pollen NE
8.7 Associated Plans

Key species associated with the habitat action plan for arable field margins include farmland birds
(including the UK BAP species Grey Partridge, Lapwing Yellowhammer and Skylark), Barn Owl and
Brown Hare.
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9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

HABITAT ACTION PLAN i DRAINS AND DITCHES

Introduction

Drains and ditches are man-made watercourses used to remove surface water run-off. The mosaic
of features found within these watercourses can support a diverse range of plants and animals. For
example, berms can support a variety of marginal plants, and exposed sediments such as shingle
beds and sand bars are important for a range of invertebrates. Drains and ditches can also provide
important habitat for Water Voles, a nationally declining species.

Drains and ditches also provide a wildlife corridor link between fragmented habitats in intensively
farmed landscapes.

T

Redbourne OIld River Ancholme i July 2004 Candley Beck Drain (West) i July 2004

National Status

There is no widely available information on the status or distribution of drains and ditches in the UK.
Clearly they are widespread, and will occur wherever drainage is artificially managed, which
accounts for most, if not all, of lowland Britain. Given the abundance of drains and ditches, the
quality of the habitat they provide is perhaps of more interest than the extent. The vast majority of
aquatic habitats in the UK, especially in lowland areas, have undergone declines in quality and it is
likely that this is reflected across most of this habitat type as well.

Local Status

Since the 17" Century, there has been a widespread programme of waterway modification and
construction for the purposes of drainage in Lincolnshire. Drains and ditches are the principal
components of this drainage strategy and are therefore found throughout the county. No specific
data on the length of drains and ditches exist for Lincolnshire, but there is an estimated 10,000km of
waterway in the county, of which the majority will be artificial drainage channels.

Status within the Drainage District

The Ancholme IDB is responsible for 231km of waterway within the Ancholme drainage district.
These drains and ditches are used in the management of water levels for land drainage and flood

defence. Ther e are al so numerous 6 Mai n Ri verdé watercour

Environment Agency, along with numerous minor drains and ditches under riparian ownership.

Threats

The main threats to drains and ditches in the Ancholme drainage district include:
e Pollution, including eutrophication and acidification
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e Excessive ground and surface water extraction

e Intensive land drainage and flood defence works

e |nappropriate bank management, including overgrazing

¢ Invasive plant and animal species (i.e. Himalayan Balsam and Giant Hogweed)

9.6 IDB Objectives and Targets
o
& <
Target Action g ' ' o &
Ref. Target Ref. IDB Actions Partners Date Indicators |Reporting v g
) o
—
3 Maintain and enhance | 3.1 Ensure the appropriate Ongoing | Plan Annually
the existing habitat and management of the Ancholme production
species  diversity  of IDB watercourses through an
watercourses within the integrated Biodiversity Action
Ancholme drainage Plan and Maintenance regime,
district including appropriate
management of areas with
known protected species
3.2 Identify and assess potential | EA Ongoing | % of Annually
impacts of all new discharges consents 5
into IDB maintained assessed
waterways
3.3 Produce guidance and provide | NE Ongoing |Number of | Annually
adV|_ce on ditch mangg_ement FWAG owners 5
to riparian owners within the advised
drainage district
3.4 Review all applications for Ongoing | % of Annually
AfConsent for v consents
| DB watercours reviewed a
minimal environmental
impacts on the aquatic habitat
4 Control non-native | 4.1 Record and monitor non- | LWT 2010 Length (m) | Annually
invasive species along native invasive plant and FWAG onwards |channel from
IDB waterways animal species on and/or surveyed 2010
adjacent to IDB watercourses EA
4.2 Assess feasibility of controlling | EA Ongoing |Length (m) | Annually
stands of invasive plants on watercourse
IDB watercourses assessed
9.7 Associated Plans

Key species associated with Drains and Ditches include Water Vole, Otter, Bats, Eels, Dragonflies
and damselflies and a range of aquatic plants (e.g. Ribbon-leaved Water-plantain, Grass-wrack
Pondweed and Greater Water-parsnip).
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10 HABITAT ACTION PLAN T GRAZING MARSH

10.1 Introduction

Grazing marsh is defined as periodically inundated pasture, or meadow with ditches which maintain
the water levels, containing standing brackish or fresh water. The ditches are especially rich in plants
and invertebrates. Almost all areas are grazed and some are cut for hay or silage. Sites may contain
seasonal, water-filled hollows and permanent ponds with emergent swamp communities, but not
extensive areas of tall fen species like reeds; although they may abut with fen and reed swamp
communities.

Grazing marshes are particularly important for a number of breeding waders, including Snipe,
Lapwing, Curlew and Redshank. Important populations of wintering wildfowl also often occur, and
include species such as Bewick Swan, Whooper Swan and Avocet.

Ancholme Fields SNCI'i April 2007 Worlaby Carrs i Sept 2007

10.2 National Status

The exact extent of grazing marsh in the UK is not known but it is possible that there may be a total
of 300,000ha. England holds the largest proportion with an estimated 200,000ha in 1994.

Only a small proportion of this grassland is semi-natural supporting a high diversity of native plant
species (5,000ha in England, an estimated 10,000ha in the UK).

Due to its importance for wildlife, this is a UK BAP priority habitat, called Coastal and Floodplain
GrazingMarshand 06 Gr azing Marshdé is a Lincolnshire BAP ha

10.3 Local Status

Grazing marsh was formerly widespread in Lincolnshire; however, it has declined substantially since
the 1950s as agriculture has intensified and drainage increased. The majority of the remaining
grazing marsh is found in the Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes, although there are further
occurrences in the Fens, mostly surrounding the River Welland, and in other river valleys such as
that of the Trent near Lea. Additional small areas can be found alongside the River Witham, although
these are small and highly fragmented.

10.4  Status within the Drainage District

Grazing marsh has a limited distribution in the Ancholme drainage district. With the exception of a
small area just west of Brigg, the majority of this habitat is found in the north of the district, fringing
the Humber Estuary.
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